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_ My LORD, 


| ALTHOUGH the civil Intercourſe, which 
A ſhould ſubſiſt between the Chief Gover- 


nor and a Member of the Legiſlature, 


+ has: long been broken and interrupted between 


your Excellency and me, and that, by means not 


unknown to your Excellency; yet, whilſt You hold 
the Title and Rank, though apparently without 
the Power; of the King's Vice gerent, You muſt 
expect to be called upon, amidſt the diretul Diſ- 
treſſes and Diſtractions, in which this Kingdom, 


now, tn common with the reſt of his Majeſty*s 


miniſtration. | — — — EI AI 


5 Though 


4 


WS 
Though your Excellency has wiſely declined. 
ordering a Copy of your late remarkable Speech, 


and no leis remarkable Proteſt, to be given to the 


Houſe of Commons, I have, not without Surpriſe, 
read both. And I do not heſitate at aſſuring your 
Excellency, that had the Parlement been permit- 


ted to ſit, I ſhould have moved for information, 
who were the Adviſers of the late moſt extra- 
ordinary exertion of the Prerogative ; and then, 
for a proper Cenſure of ſuch Counſellors, were : =... 


they to be found within the juriſdiction of our 
Legiſlature, as were capable of giving advice, at 
once fo utuſt and fo diſhonorable to the Crown, 


and fo injurious to the Freedom of Parlement 
and the Rights of the People of this moſt loyal e 


Kingdom. 
I do not preſume to qucktion the Prerogatives 


of the Crown : I am for ſupporting, to the utmoſt 


extent of the Inſtitution, the honor, dignity and 


ſecurity of the Crown, on the one hand, and the 
Freedom, Rights and Happineſs of the Subject, 
on the other. 
ut, give me leave to obſerve, my Lord, that 
the word Prerogative, ſo frequent in the mouths 
of Miniſters, is generally abuſed, and ſeldom well 


underſtood or applied. It is fit we ſhould agree 


upon it's proper meaning: It is then, a peculiar 
privilege and power, inherent to the regal office, 
coeval with it's inſtitution, and cannot be applied 


to particular powers, veſted in the Crown by 
modern Statutes. Each Eſtate of the Legiſlature 
has it's prerogatives, and ſo has every individual 


member of the Community, but under different 


appellations and modifications. 
1 am taught, by our beſt Politicians, however, 


to look upon the Prerogative of the Crown and 


the Power and Authority of Parlement, to ſtand 
equally limited and upon the ſame foundation. 


The 
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The firſt Eſtate, or Executive Power, ->erately, 
and with the two other Eſtates of the Le 2iſlature, 
conjointly, are, no doubt, ſeverally authoriſed by 
the Conſtitution, to do all poſſible Good, in their 55 
Reſpective Spheres; but they are by no me: ns im- 
powered to do wrong to each other, to any of the 
parts, or even to any individual, of the Commu- 
nit | 
The King's power of calling, proroguing and 
diſſolving Parlements, at diſcretion, no Subject in 
his Senſes will preſume to deny, or even with to 
abate ; becauſe it is a power neceſſary to the 
whole, which cannot be veſted in better hands. 
But if, under the influenee of defigning, igno- 
rant and corrupt Miniſters, this power ſnould be 
exerted, as it has been heretofore, to interrupt 
tlie juſt and neceſſary procedings of Parlement, 
or to puniſh Parlements for a juſt, loyal and 
F eonſtitutional diſcharge of their duty; it muſt, 
gas it has ever done, cauſe murmurings and com- 
plaints, and in the end, bring to condign puniſh- 
ment, the Adviſers of the precipitate and inju- 
rious Meaſure. 
For, though the Maxims i in Law, that the King 
is without Spot, Blemiſh or Unperfection; and that 
H se can do no Wrong, are held ſacred in every part 
of the Dominions of the Crowns of theſe King 
doms; moſt parts have often found | it too evident, 5 
that theſe Maxims have been reverſed, in the 
| Miniſter. He has ſeldom, if ever, been ſeen, - 
without Spots, Blemiſhes and Inperfe&tions, and ſo 
prone has he been found to do evil or wrong, that 
it has been a queſtion, before your Excellency's 
auſpicious adminiſtration, whether he had power 
to do Good or Right. 
This inverted or reverſed Maxim has ſo fully 
been experienced, in this Kingdom in particular, 


chat, except in your Excellency, we can hardly 
A 3 find 
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find, that any Vice-roy has had full power of doing 


Good or Right here; though many, before your 
Excellency's time, have given the moſt ample 


proofs of the fulleſt Powers, as well as Diſpoſi- 


tions to do us every wrong and every injury pol- 
ſible. 


The Power of Parlements, my Lord, ſtands up- 


on the ſame limited 0 with the regal 
Prerogative; it is boundleſs in doing every Good, 
to itſelf, to the parts and to the Whole of the 
Govergment; but it's power muſt undoubtedly be 
confined to theſe fundamental principles of it's in- 


ſtitution, otherwiſe, the Creatures might deſtroy 


their Creators; Parlements, inſtead of improving, 


ſtrengthening, ſupporting and preſerving, ma.: 


_ charge, overturn, or aboliſh, the eſtabliſhed Con- 


ſtitution. 
Another eſſential principle of our Policy is ne- 


ceſſary to be ſtated to your Excellency ; which is, 
that none of the three Eſtates is to interrupt, 10 


take notice of, or interferè with, the Deliberations 


of the other, until they are imparted | in a conſti- 


tutional way. And then, neither can preſume to 
cenſure or to animadvert upon the Condyct of the 


other. 


In all the inlightened ages of our Conſtitution: : 
under all wiſe Kings and free and virtuous Parle- 
ments, this Principle has been moſt religiouſly os : 


"Pad And whenever it has not been duly 


tended to, endleſs confuſion and anarchy have e Wal 


_ enſued, To a perſon, ſo well verſed, as your Ex- 


cellency is, in the hiſtory of England and it's Par- 
lements, this needs no fuller illuſtration. 


While the proper Attention to this Principle, 


| preſerves the neceſſary balance between the three 


Eftates ; either houſe conſidering, debatin 
propoſing, to the other, and both concurring 1n the 


Act, before it is offered to the firſt Eſtate for the 
roy: al 


9 and 


1 


royal aſſent, without which, it cannot obtain the 
force of Law ; no evil can be done by any one of 
the Eſtates, to the other, or to the Community at 


large; becauſe the Orders, Rules and Reſolutions 


of each houſe, without the Concurrence of the 
other two Eſtates, can bind it's own members 
ſolely. 


A Parlement can not ſubſiſt withe ut abſolute 


freedom of ſpeech and debate. There can not 


then exiſt a power, that can legally controll, inter- 


rupt, or influence the Debates or Deliberations of 
either Houſe, much leſs cenſure, or antmaduert upon 
the Conduct, or Deliberations of either. Even the 
firſt Eſtate's taking Notice of the Proceedings of 
either houte of Parlement, before they were layed 


before him, in a regular, conſtitutional manner, 


has ever been looked upon as a Violation of the 
Rights and Privileges of Parlement; ſo juftly te- 


vacious haye they ever been of this facred, funda- 
mental principle. 

Your Excellency will readily concur with me, 
that theſe are ſome of the Eſſential Principles of 


the Britannic Conſtituiion. I am now to ſhew 


your Excellency, that this is the Conſtitution of 
Ireland. 
1 ſhall not, at preſent, trouble your Excellency 


to look back into the antient Records, ſince Henry 
the Second's eſtab hit ching the Modus ewe Pat lo- 


mentum, and the general Conſtitution of England, 


in this Kingdom, by the Common Conſent of the 
then Powers of the Kingdom; i ſhall confine 


your view to later times, "and 90 the regne Of a 


Prince and the Adminiſtration of a Vice-roy more 


agreeable to your Excellency and that worthy 


Predeceſſor of yours, whoſe conduct has been 
made the pattern of your proceedings, in a moſt 


5 material infrance. 
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' Your Excellency will readily ſee, I allude to the 
Regne of Henry VII, and to the Governments of 
Sir Edward Poynings, and Lord Sydney ; The later 
of whom partially quotes the Laws of the former, 
glances at a Statute of Philip and Mary, and 
makes the Precedent, which your Excellency is 

pleaſed to aſcribe, with immortality, to the late King 
od SN 
Whenever the Laws of Poynings are mentimned, | 
by thoſe, who wiſh not well to this poor Kingdom, 
it is very remarkable, they pitch upon that Sta- 
tute or Chapter alone, which now, though but by 
miſconſtruction, proves injurious and burdenſom 
to this Kingdom; while they chooſe to overlook all 
that are found ſo really beneficial to the Country, 
as to render both that King and his Miniſter, the 
objects of the gratefu] remembrance of the People 


ol Ireland. 


Let me then remind your Encelleney: that In 
the tenth year of the regne of Henry the Seventh, 
when Sir Edward Poynings was his Deputy, an 
Act paſſed, making, all the Eſtatutes, then in force 
in the realm of England, concerning or belonging to 
the common and Public Weal there, to be henceforth © 
deemed good and effeftual in the Law, and be over 
that accepted, uſed and executed in Ireland, in all 
points, at all times requiſite, according io the Tenor 
and effeft of the ſame , and over that, by the ſame au- 
 thority, that the ſaid Eftatutes and every of them be 
authoriſed, proved and confirmed in Ireland. And if 
any Eftatute or Eftatutes have been made within this 
laid Land of Ireland, hereafter to the contrary, they and 
every of them, be revcked, void and of none effect in 
| By this A and overlooked Statute, my , 
Lord, I humbly conceive, that all the Rights, Li- 
| herties, Privileges and Immunities, which England 
: had then enjoyed, or clamed under any Statute, 


from 
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C1. 
from the Charter of William, called, the Con- 
queror, to thoſe of John and Henry the third, 


for theſe are all Statutes declaratory of the com- 


mon Laws of England, and ſo on, through the 


regnes of the worthieſt of the Edwards and 


Henries, down to that of the ſeventh of the later 
name, are enacted and eſtabliſhed in Ireland, by 
an authority, equal to any that can be clamed in 


England, that is, the common Aſſent and Conſent 
of King, Lords and Commons, in Parlement aſ⸗ 
_embled. 


Thus, my Lord, I apprehend, the Political Con- 


ſtitution of England, was in due form of Law, in 
_ poſitive, expreſs terms, made the Political Conſti- 
tution of Ireland, and, as much as in that Parle- 
ment lay, guarded from all abatement or altera- 


tion, paſſed or future. 
If the Poſition, reſpecting the Famer of Parle- 


ments, which I have laid down, be allowed the ex- 
pected weight with your Excellency, the Act of 


this regne, upon which your worthy predeceflor, 


Lord Sydney, and your Excellency lay fo great a 
| Streſs, is in itſelf but a mere nullity, and derives 
it's authority onely from the power, by which it is 


inforced. 
If Deeds or Statutes, reſpecting the lives, Pi 


| health or the properties of Individuals muſt be 
made in moſt clear and expreſſive words, and are, 


by Law, to receive the moſt natural and liberal 


conſtruction ; ſuch as are made to take away 


men's rights, in ſuch eſſential points, as civil Li- 
berty, which is their political Life, to alter the na- 
tional conſtitution, by expreſs, unqueſtionable 
terms eſtabliſhed; ſhould, certainly, of all others, 
be the moſt clear, aiftinct and expreſſive, and 
ſhould admit of no degree of ambiguous, unnatu- 
ral or liberal Conſtruction. 3 
The 


10 
The Law of Poynings, on which your Excel- 
lency's worthy Predeceflor and You lay fo great a 
Streſs, was then, perhaps, not unneceſſarily con- 
trived to prevent unjuſt, partial and bad laws 
being made, by wicked Governors and faCtious 
Leaders, in packed, ſurpriſed or deceived Par- 
lements, in different parts of this kingdom, as the 
deſigning: Leaders directed To obviate the ma- 
ny miſchiefs, ariſing from ſuch evil practices, and 
to prevent the Iriſh Intereſt's gaining the aſcenden- 
cy over the Engliſh, in this kingdom, it was judg- 
ed expedient to inact, that, after the preſent, 0 
 Parlement ſhall be bolder in the ſaid land, but at 
 fuch Seaſon, as the King's Lieutenant and Council there, 
firs do certify the King, under the great ſeal of Ire- 
land, the Cauſes and Confider ations, and all fuch Acts 
1 then ſeemeth ſhould paſs in the ſame Parlement, 
and ſuch Cauſes, Confiderations and Atts, affirmed by 
the King and his Council, to be good and expedient for 
he faid Land, and bis licence thereupon, as well in 
aff mation of the ſaid Cauſes and Acts, as to ſummon 
the ſaid Parlement, under his great ſeal 0 of England 
had and obtained; that done, a Parlement to be had 
and holden, after the form and effect afore rehearſed. 
And if any parlement be holden” therein her eafter, con- 
trary to the form and pr ovift ton afor ſaid, it be deemed 
vey and of none Effect in Law, 

Theſe are the Terms of the Statute, quoted by: 
the Lord Sydney, and by your Excellency, of the 
10th of Henry vii, Chapter 1v. Iappele to your 
Exceliency's, Judgement, whether the patling this 
Statute, artfully as it might have been contrived 
for the dark and confuſed Times, in which it was 
made, is not an Exertion of Power, beyond any, 
which Parlements can lawfully enjoy, an actual 
overturning of the Conſtitution ? Whether it is not 
exrectly oppoſite to that of the fame Year, of the 
arne King's Regne, Chapter XXII? Or, whether 


this 
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this does not, virtually if not actually, repele that? 
And, that the former Statute could not poſſibly be 
obſerved, appears from the ſeveral Suſpenſions and 
Repeles of it, in ſubſequent Regnes, as well as from 
hw great and material Alterations made in it, the 
3d and 4th of Philip and Mary, Chapter Iv. 
It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, that in earlier 
Ages, after the paſling the Law of the fourth 
Chapter of the tenth of Henry vit, the manifold. 
Inconveniences attending it ſince, were not at fiſt 
diſcovered : As the King and the People, in thoſe 
Days, had but one common Intereſt, they had bur 
one common Deſire. It could not then, anſwer any 
Purpoſe to the King or his Miniſters or Council, to 
deny the People the Benefit of a Parlement, nor 
any Laws for the Security of their Lives, Liberties 
or Properties, or for their better Government. 
And, as the Council was then, generally appointed 
of Men, the moſt diſtinguiſhed for their Rank and 
Fortune, their Wiſdom, Fidelity, Loyalty, and. 
Diſintereſtedneſs, in both Kingdoms, the People” 
were naturally, if not inſenfibly, led to bear what 
by Over-ſtretching and Mi ſconſtruction, in ſubſe- 
quent Regnes, proved a Snare and a Y oke. 
The Parlement of Henry the eighth and Eliza- 
beth therefore, made free with this Statute, ſuſ- 
pended, explained, expounded or repcled it occa- 
ſionally. And in the Regne of Philip and Mary, it 
r e the Explanation, under which alone, it 
is to be obſerved ſince; though this Statute ſeens 
to have been quite over-looked by Elizabeth. 
As your Excellency's wor thy Predeceſſor, Lord 
Sydney, and You, after his laudable Example, 
ſeem to think this Statute countenances your—Notzce 
, Animadverſion upon, and Proteſt againſt the late 
Procedings of the Houſe of Commons, give me 
leave to bring it more fully to your View ; that you 
may more clearly ſee, how far it may anſwer the 


Purpoſes 


: gt SY 
Purpoſes of your Excellency and your noble Pre- 
deceſſor. 


The Acc of the 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary, 


Chapter iv, reciting the Act of 1 oth of home x 


v11, expounds and 1nlarges it; In adding to 


the Power of the King, of cating ſuch Acts as 
are 5 that of the Change or Alteration of 


them; In impowering the Chief Governor and 
Council, ducks the ſitting of Parlement, to certify 


all ſuch other Conſiderations, Cauſes, Tenors, Pro- 
viſions, and Ordinancos, as tbey ſhall further think 
good to be enacted and eſtabliſhed, at and in the 


ſame Parlement, within the- ſame Realm, to the 
King, Cc. which Cauſes, Conſiderations, Sc. or any 


of them, ſo certified ar d returned under the great 
Seal of England, and no others, ſhall and may paſs 
and be enacted here, in every ſuch Parlement, in 
Caſe the ſame Cauſes, Conſiderations, Sc. or any 
of them, be agreed and reſolved upon by the three 
Eſtates of the ſaid Parlement, any thing in the re- 


cited Act, to the contrary, notwithſtanding ; 2. In 


confirming all Acts of this and former Seſſions, ſince 


the paſſing of the recited Act. 
Let me now take the Liberty of aſking your Ex- 


cellency and your wiſe Council or Adviſers, which 
or what Part of theſe Statutes, require or authoriſe 
the Chief Governor and Privy Council to certify. 
| Money bills in particular? Or, the Miniſtry, or 
Privy Council of England, to refuſe to grant a 
Licence to Summons a Parlement in this Kingdom, 
until a Money-bill, from the Chief Governor and 


Council here, 1s certified into England? What Part 
of thoſe statu tes forbids either Houſe of our Parlement 


to reject a Money, or any other Bill? Or, for their 


own future Direction, to expreſs on their Journals, 
the Motives of ſuch Rejection ? ls not the grant- 
ing of all Supplies and the levying of Taxes on the 


People, the peculiar Right and Privilege of their 
Repreſentatives, | 
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Repreſentatives, in England ? And do, or can, theſe 
or any other Statutes, abrogate this inherent Right 


and Privilege of the Commons of Ireland ? Does not 
the Commons' originating Heads of Money, bills, 


and ſending them to the Council to be tranſmitted, 
_ anſwer every juſt Purpoſe of Goverment, agreeable 
to theſe reſtrictive Statutes? Is not the Power of 
the Crown, or what you call the Prerogative, and 
the Rights of the Crown of England, under theſe 


Statutes, equally well guarded, when the Commons 


move and propoſe the Heads of a Money-bill,as when 
the Council alone moves and certifies a Bill? _ 
But, as no ſenſible Subject of Ireland ſeems fo 


much as to wiſh, that there ſhould not be ſome 
Reſtraint upon the Power of Vice-roys, in the paſ- 


ſing of Laws in this Kingdom, well knowing, that 
the Cruelties, the Treacheries and Abuſes of former 

Vice-gerents made that Anti-conſtitutional Statute, 
quoted by Lord Sydney and your Excellency, at 


the Time it was paſſed, neceſſary; I ſhall ſubmit to 


it, for the Preſent, and content myſelf with ſhew- 
ing; Firſt, That it was found fo injurious and fo 
impoſſible to be obſerved, in ſubſequent Regnes, 
that ſeveral Statutes were paſſed, regardleſs of it, or 
to ſuſpend it's Authority and Force, in the imme- 
diately ſucceding Regne, as well as in that of Queen 
Elizabeth, but more particularly in that of Philip 
and Mary, in which it was materially altered ; and 


Secondly, That neither of theſe Statutes ſerves or 
can be conſtrued to give any Chief Governor Legal 
Authority to take Notice , and much leſs to Cenſure, 
er Animadvert upon, and leſt of all, to proteſt againſt, 
the lawful or any Procedings of either Houſe of 


Parlement. 


And firſt, in the twenty eighth of Henry the 


eighth, ſeveral Acts are paſſed, without being cer- 


tified by the Council of this Kingdom, to the King 
and Council of England, or thence to this. And 
ED then, 
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then, Po: ynings' Act is formally repeled; in con- 


ſideration, as the Act, Chapter 1v, expreſſes | It, of 
the Truft and Confidence, which the King's Highneſs 


| bath in his Deputy and Council of this his Land of Ire- 


land and in the Nobles Spiritual and Temporal and 
the Commons his loving Subjects. And Chapter xx, 


This Act is further explaned and inlarged, at the 
Prayer of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Cm 


mons in Parlement aſſembled. 
In like Manner, the Statute of Poynings, chapter 


Iv, is fully recited and repeled, the eleventh of 


Elizabeth, Chapter 1; for this remarkable Reaſon, 
that, By occaft ton ther 697 no Eftabliſhments or Proviſi- 


ons can be concluded by the Body of your Majeſty's Par- 

| lement being aſſeinbled, but ſuch onely as have been before 
their Aſſembly, certified unto your Highneſs and affirmed 
Dy the ſame; and ſo the moſt grievous Sores of this your 
 Highneſs's Commonwealth, which are beſt known to ſuch, 
as are and ſhall be appointed to be of that High Curt, 


and moſt felt by them, cannot be convemently reformed, : 


as having not been before certified to your Highneſs. 


Such, My Lord, was the Eſtimation, in which 


this Law of Poynings was held in the ſubſequent ; 
| Regnes. But, as it ſtill ſerved as the People's beſt 


Shield againft the Oppreſſions and Tyrannies of evil 


| Rulers and perfidious Factions; Elizabeth wiſely 
took Care it ſhould not be left at the Mercy of any 
Chief Governor or Council; for, it is expreſl 


enacted, that they ſhall never certify over a Bill, 
for a repele of this Statute; unleſs it be previouſly 


agreed upon by a Majority of each Houſe of Parle- 
ment. Statute of the 11th of Eliz. Chap. vii. 


This ſhews, that the Reſtraint was onely intended 


for the Chief Governor ; he was not permitted to 


certify a Bill for the Repele of this Statute, unleſs 
it was previouſly found neceſſary for the common 


Good and agreed to be ſo by the concurring Voices 


of 


\ 
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your Excellency” s Adviſers. 


celebrated Martyr, Charles I. 
Character of this King muſt have given as great 
Weight and Sanction to the Proteſt and other like 


Mercy upon us! For, 
Treachery, no abuſe of Power, no Uſurpation, no 
Oppreſſion, no Tyranny, that could diſhonor a 
| King or a Deputy, or degrade, debaſe, de'raud or 


= ET 
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of both Houſes, who alone were deemed the proper | 
Judges of the Expedient. 
Thus, I have fairly layed before your Excel- 


lency, every material Thing, contained in the Sta- 
tutes, relative to thoſe Laws of Poynings, that ap- 


pears to the apparent he coop of Lord Sydney or 
your Excellency. 


I find, Precedents are of great Weight with 
I am ſorry, they did 
not go a little further Back, to give ſtill greater 
Weight, if need be, to your Excellency? s Cenſure, 


as well as to that of your noble Predeceſſor. 


They might have gone back to the Regne of the 
The Name and 


Procedings of his wicked and tyrannical Favourite 
and Præcurſor, Lord Stafford, as the Name of the 


great Prince, whom your Excellency is pleaſed to 
Stile, immortal, can give to the like Conduct of the 
rapacious and perfidious Lord Sydney, or that of 
his preſent moſt Sacred Majeſty, to thoſe of his pre- 
ſent Vice-gerent in Ireland. 


If the Subjects of theſe Kingdoms are to be ruled 
by Fee without diſtinction, Lord have 
I know no Perfidy, no 


inſlave a Parlement or People, of which, we have 


not ſundry powerful Precedents upon the Records 
of both Nations, before we of this Kingdom, had 
the Felicity of your Excellency's mild and auſpici- 


ous Adminiſtration : For an inſtance or two: Sir 


Thomas Wentworth, afterwards Lord Strafford, 


' reciting the ſame Acts of Henry the ſeventh and 
Philip and Mary, which Lord Sydney and your Ex- 


cellency recite, Sy Proteſts, as Sydney and 


you 
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you do, but in more mild and polite Terms, againſt 


the Lords ordering the King's Council and the 
Judges to prepare Bills, though for the moſt impor- 
tant public Purpoſes; and declaring ſuch Proced- 
ings not agreeable to theſe Statutes and intrenching 
upon his Majeſty's regal Power and Honor, where- 
of he declares, like Lord Sydney and your Excel- 
lency, that he is, and always will be moſt tender, 
aſſerts, that the framing or drawing up any Acts to 


paſs in Parlement, ſolely appertains to the chief 


Governor and Council; their Lordſhips having 
onely Power, by remonſtrance onely, to repreſent 
| ſuch Conſiderations for Laws to the chief Governor 
and Council. JJ! ny od Sb ns 
In this, your Excellency and your Predeceſſor 
might have found an happy Precedent for prevent- 
ing either Houſe of Parlement, preparing and ſend- 
ing to Government, any Heads of Bills, for any 
| Purpoſes. Here is one apt Precedent. Now, for 
another: The Parlement being prorogued the 12th 
of November, 1640, on the 19th, the following 
remarkable Entry ſtands upon the Journals, ——— 
Memorandum, that this Day, by Virtue of His 
Majeſty's Letters of the gth Inſtant, We the Lord _ 
Deputy, at the Council-board, in Preſence of divers 
of the Members of the late Houſe of Commons, did 
ſee two orders, one of a grand Committee of the 
whole Houſe, dated the 2oth of October, 1640, 
_ preſcribing the Ways and Rates to be ſet in taxing 
the growing Sublidies, and the other of the Houſe, 
in confirmation thereof, vacated and torn out of 
this Book. Signed, Chr. WanDtEsrFoRD, ——— 
What pity it is this eſcaped the obſervation of 
Lord Sydney and your Excellency's Counſellors! 


Lord Sydney gave abuſive Language, by word of 


Mouth, from the Throne, though he did not, in- 
deed, dare to deliver it, in quite ſo groſs Terms, in 


writing 


" "BT 
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Auel and 1 ignominious end, that of Wandesford 
Was overlooked, as the King e ſenſible of his 
| Iror, and ordered it to BE, Corrected the 1 of 


4 


Sritng, AY part of the Niete dent, ali your 


foley is too brave and too polite to purſue. 
a Conduct of the firſt brought him to an un- 


Wed a 115 no ee e with your e 


But, your Excellency's Counfilors do not appear 


to have choſen the leſt Evil, in pitching upon the 
laſt Precedent. Bur, ſince this has been prefered, 
I ſhall beg to be permitted to explane the general 


Conduct of Lord Sydney, firſt, in his Government, 
and then, with reſpect to his Speer ch, Proteft and 


Prorogation ; and then, I ſhall pay proper attention 
to your Excellency's; by which, it will appear, in 
What theſe great and extraordinary performances 


differ and agree, and how far each is warranted 
by the Statutes quoted, or by any other Law; or 


a lawful Uiage:::; - 5 4 


. . 
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The diſcontinuance of ARTE from the year 


i665, and the variety, of uſurpations, oppreſſions 
and e under which, this kingdom ſuffer; 


ed, during that period, added to the unſettled, 


| diſtreſſed and waſted ſtate of the nation, after the 


ravages of a furious, religious war, made the people 
look upon the callin a parlement, as one of the 
prineipal Helfen of the Revolution. But, they 
were ſoon fata ily copyinced of their fond miſtake. 
For, thoug In Lord Sydney, a nobleman of cha- 
racer. and a lity „in his own country, was ſent 


- to hold the reinssof Government here, and open- f 


ed the Seſhon with a very plaulible, affectionate 
— Speech 


LJ - 
Speech, from the Throne, to both Houſes of Par 


lement, expreſſing the tender regards of the King 
and Queen for the people of Ireland, and giving 


aſſurances of his Excellency's impartial Adminiſ- 


tration of Government; and though the Houſe of 
Commons anſwered, his Speech, with all juſt marks 
of loyalty, duty and affection to their Majeſties, and 


of due regard to their Viceroy, and according 902 
proceded moſt regularly and faithfully in the di 


charge of their duty to the Crown and their Coun- 


try; they were not permitted to fit longer than 
was found agreeable to the wicked purpoſes of 


a moſt Tanks he e and deteſtable li- 
niſtry. 5 


He landed on the 2 th of Auguſt, 1692, and 


wWrits were ſoon after iſſued for calling a parle- 
ment, to meet on the fourth of October tollow- 
ing which did then accordingly meet. 


The Crown wanted Supphes, which the Com- 


mons were willing to grant, as far as the ruinous 
8 


te of the Country would admit, and 1 in a regu 


Jar, parlementary. w 


But, neither of theſe Conbtecilibin: it teens 
were of any weight with the Miniſtry : ; Money 


muſt be railed, at all perils and events, and with: 
out any regard to the forms, rules or principles of 
Parlement: For, a little before the Sefton, | one 


of his Excellency's 3 Secretaries informed ſeveral Z 


Members of Parlement, of the preciſe number 
of bills, and for what purpoſes,. that were to 
come before the Houſe: And upon one ſay ing, 
that the Houſe would well weigh the nature and 
import of ſome of theſe Bills, before they would 


paſs them; they were openly told, © they need 
not trouble themſelves with debating about them; 


as they had already been as well debated as was 


neceſlary ; ſo that the Commons had nothing to 


0. but to pass them; 2 —_ „that if they 


made 


5 

% 

7, 
& 
: 
% 
7 
* 


falſe and bad 5 
the honor of your Excellency' s Adminiſtration, that 
one of your Servants, upon a late occaſion, did not, 
publicly, preſume to threaten in quite fo high a 

ſtrain; but it is as certain, that he gave the Com- 
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mäde any Scruple about paſſing them, there would 
never again be a Parlement called in this King- 
dom.” - 
this moſt inſolent and audacious threat, to the 
Prince, to whom you are pleaſed to aſcribe Inmor- 


——- Your Excellency will hardly aſcribe 


tality. Good Kings have, heretofore, often had 


It muſt be confeſſed, to 


mons to underſtand, * that a Privy Council Mo- 


ney Bill was a fine neceſſary to be paid for calling 
a Parlement, and that without ſuch fine, they could 
have had no parlement.“ | 
| knows, whether this was by your authority or not: 
You ſee, it looks like following the precedent of 
your noble predeceſſor, ſtrictly. 


— Your Excellency beſt 


It will, however, hardly be e that this 


language of Courtiers, in both Adminiſtrations, | 
ſhould raiſe, the jealouſics, ſuſpicions and fears of 


the Parlements and People, and induce the Com- 


- mons, in each regne, to aſſert their Rights with 


becoming Spirit and Fortitude. 
On the 12th of October, the Commons gave 


| the earlieſt and fulleſt proof of their attachment to 
the Revolution: 
Majeſties' titule to the Crown, ſent down from the 


Lords, w 


The act of Rocognition of their 


was contrary to the eſtabliſhed order, that 
no bill ſhould receive more than one reading in a 
day, read thrice, in one day, and paſſed. Not 
without reviving the former ſtanding Order. 

In two or three days after, notwithſtanding the 


miſerable, broken ſtate of the nation, with the 


lands untenanted and waſte, ſo that the ſtanding 


Revenue of Quit Rent could not be payed, the 


Commons unanimouſly voted a ſupply, not exced- 
ing ſeventy thouſand pounds; a moſt exceſlive 
B 2 Sum 
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Sum for ſuch a wretched Country, in thoſe days. 


In the mean while, the Committee of Grievances, 
and others, with great care and aſſiduity, made In- 


quiry into the miſmanagement of the Revenue and 
the palpable embezelment of the forfeited Lands 
and Goods, of the late King and his Adherents. 


Theſe were every where rigorouſly enough ſeized ; 
their former proprietors were aſſiduouſly, univerſal- 


ly ſpoiled of them: but, neither the King's Coffers, 
nor the Public Treaſury were much inriched by the 


Spoils. The Members of the Houſe of Comms 


were perfectly ſenſible of the extent and value of 
the real and perſonal eſtates, ſeized in their ref- 


pective counties, cities and towns, and were wit- 


nefles of the foul practices of all thoſe, who were 
intruſted with the management and diſpoſal of the 
ſeveral confiſcations. In theſe, all the Servants of 
Government, not excepting the Commuſſioners of 
the: Revenue, Secretaries, Judges and other Offi- 
cers, and ſome of the principal favourites of his 


Excelleney, if not he himſelf, were actually con- 


cerned... Therefore, it is not "wonderful, that Reſ- 


titution and Redreſs was not only difficult, but 


impoſſible to be obtained, and = the Chief GO“ 
vernor, to ſave his Minions and himſelf from the : 


dreaded. parlementary cenſure, den put an 
end to the ſeſſion. 7 


On the 20 th, the Committee of Grievances 8 
to the following Reſolution, among others whick 
were reported and agreed to by the Houſe; — 

_ 4 Reſolved, That the taking to | Garin: any of the 

forfeited: Eſtates or Intereſts, in this kingdom, by 


any petſon, intruſted with the management of his 


Majeſty's Revenue, or any perſon or perſons em- 
ployed by or under them, in their own name, or 


the name of any other, for their own or any of 


their uſes, was, and is a great breach of Truſt and 
Grievance. —This 4 and juſt Reſolution, on 


which, 
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| which, the impeachment of numbers of the Crea- 
tures, Favourites and Truſtees of his Excellence 
might, and probably would, have been founded, 
brought the Chief Governor to a prudent determi- 
nation to prorogue the parlement; but not till he 
had wrung the laſt penny poſhble from them. 
But, before the ways and means for raiſing the 
Supplies were publicly agreed upon, a very artful. 
ſcheme was formed to intrap the Commons and 
the whole Kingdom. It was well known, that no- 
thing was more earneſtly defired by a 11 the Pro- 
teſtants of Ireland, than an Act for confirming the 
Acts of Settlement and Explanation, and the Re- 
ſolution of Doubts, of the Lord Lientenant and 
Council, upon the ſayed Acts; as a great many of 
the people held Eſtates under theſe Acts. 5 
Nothing could therefore, be more pleaſing to the 
1 Cen than a Bill for this Purpoſe. And as 
they were taught, before the Seſſion, that it was 
not neceſſary, or even ſafe, to debate Bills, and 
that they had nothing to do but to paſs them; it 
was judged, that a Bill, with a favourite titule, 
might pals, with little notice, Perhaps quite un- 
obſerved. 5 
But, happily, the diſtruſt and jealouſy of the 
Commons were raiſed. They received the Bill, 
they read it twice, and committed it. But, upon 
examining of it, found not a paragraph, that could 
_ anſwer their purpoſes, even fo far as to correſpond 


__ with the titule; and therefore, the whole Bill, was 
15 judged of ſo pernicious a nature, that inſtead of 


ſettling, it would have unſettled all the Eſtates of 
the Kingdom, and, of courſe, would have given 
the artful Miniſtry further meas of. fiſhing more 
effectually in troubled. Waters. Wherefore, it 
was unanimouſly . rejected; the baſe attémpt to 
| 99610 having highly incevſed the whole Houſe, 


* | Jealouſies, 


„„ 


Jealouſies and Animoſities, between the Viceroy 


and the Commons, now berufe mutual; though 
without any open appearance on either ſide. The 
artful Viceroy ſeeing no likelihood of duping the 
Commons, no proſpect of plundering further, with 


advantage or impunity, or even of ſecuring the 


Spoils, of which he had poſſeſſed himſelf and his 
Minions; determined to ſhorten the Seſſion and 


make a ſpeedy, if not a fafe retreat. 
But, my Lord, with all the evil qualities, that 


diſgraced this noble predeceſſor and pattern of 
pour Excellency; he ſhewed. one, which would not 
have diſhonored the beſt of his ſucceſſors, who 


choſe in other points, to tread in his foot-ſtep 8: 


He, by an Expreſs Meſſage, of the 22d of Ocho. = 
ber, informed the Commons of his intentions to : 
have a ſhort Seſſion. He informs them of ſeveral 


Zills tranſmitted; tells them, that it was the Inten- 


tion of their Majeſties, that this Parlement ſhould 


riſe in about a fourteen- night; thinks it neceſſary 10 


give this timely intimation thereof, to the Houſe of 
Commons, and t9 recommend the ſpeedy proceding upon 
ſuch bills, as now are, or ſhall be, brought before them, 


that ſuch of them, as ſhall be approved of, my. be 
ready for the royal Aſſent, by the time aforejaid.” —— 
Thus, he has left no precedent for refuſing to in- 


form the Commons, whether he had any Inſtruc- 
tions or Intentions to prorogue or diſſolve the par- 
lement: The honor of making ſuch a precedent | 


ſeems reſerved for your Excellency. 


This timely intimation, from your noble predeceſ(- 


; ſor, ſhort as 1t was, gave the Commons to under- 


ſtand what they were to expect, and afforded them 
ſome opportunity of preparing their Country for 


What was to follow : For, 


After having ordered che Bills, preſented by the 


Secretary, two of which were money: bills, to be 


zeceived and t to Iye on the Able they ordered all 
Committees 
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Committees to be revived, and forbad the receiv 

ing more private petitions. 
And the revived Committees Proceded upon 
the Inquiries into forfeitures, and the management 


and diſpoſal of them and the general Revenue. 


The Houſe, faithful to their truſt, and ſteady 


in preſerving their inherent, fundamental right of 
bdbriginating all Taxes; a Right, deemed too facred, 


in the worſt of times, to be invaded, and there. 
fore eſcaping the ſpoliating hands of the crafty 


Interpreters of the Laws, called, Poynings' ; pro- 
ceded, in a Committee of the whole. houſe, to 


conſider of the ways and means for raiſing the voted 


Supply, before they would ſuffer the tranſmitted. 
Money Bills, which they had ordered to lye on the 
table, to be once read, though moved for on the 
26th, aſſerting and ſupporting an antient ſtanding . 


Order of the Houſe, © that no Bill to tax the Subs. 


__ je&t, be brought into the Houſe, without the Leave 
of the Houſe firſt obtained,” 


Therefore, before they would ſuffer the tranſ- 


mitted money-bills to be read, they voted the ad- 

ditional duties, exactly conformable 0 the Bill; in 

all reſpects. But, ſeeing there was not time to 
tranſmit Heads of a Bill, agreeable to theſe Reſo- 


lutions, and being unwilling to diſappoint or dif- 


treſs the Government, by delay, they juſtly judg- 
ed, they might anſwer all deſirable purpoſes, ard 
ſme their own inherent rights and privileges, by 


the following Procedings on the 27th of October. 
_* Reſolved, That it was, and is, the undoubted 
right of the Commons of Ireland, in Parlement aſ- 
e to prepare and reſolve the 1275 and means 
of . raiſing money.“ a 
Reſolved, That it was, ang is, the ſole and 
undoubted Right of the Commons to prepare 
Heads of Bills for raiſing money? 
B 4 * Reſolved, 
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3 Reſolved, That notwithſtanding the aforeſaid 
Rights of the Commons, this Houſe doth think fit, 


upon conſideration of the preſent e ob 


Affairs, and the public Bere of ſpeed 
A ſupply for their Majeſties, to order a bill, tran 
mitted out of England, intituled an Act for an 


additional duty on Beer and Ale, and other liquors, "i 
to be read: Whereupon, the ſaid Bill was read a 


firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time.” 


OM Reſolved, nemine contradicente, That the re- 
celving or reading of the ſaid Bill, fo tranſmitted 5 
as aforeſaid, be not drawn into o precedent here- 


after. 
The next day, a bill for grantin ig a very une- 


qual and oppreſſive duty upon Standing Corn, 
which could hardly raiſe a fund in leſs than 2 
Vear, was rejected; and the reaſon, becauſe it had 


not taken riſe in the houſe, entered upon the Jour- 


nals. But the Commons propoſed a Poll-tax, as a 
more ſpeedy and effectual, as well as a more ealy 


way of raifing a further Supply. 


The 28th, the Bill for an additional diity- on 
Beer, Ale, &c. was ordered to be ingroſſed, and : 


on the 2gth, it paſſed, unanimouſly... 


From this to the 30 of November, a free and NT 


proper Intercourſe was kept up, between his Ex- 
cellency and the Houſe, by Addrefles and An- 


ſwers and Meſſages ; although the Houſe had re- 
jected ſeveral Bills, and paſſed ſeveral criminating 
| Reſolutions againſt Culliford, one of the Commiſ- 
ſioners and others, and proceded, without Inter- 
ruption, to provide new laws, and upon other mat- 


ters relative to the affairs of the nation, and poſſi- 


bluy might have been permitted to procede further, 


bad not the Report of the Committee of Grievan-* 


ces ſtruck all the Creatures and Minions of the 


_Court,, 


ly 5 75 


namely, 
Ale, Sc. an Act for taking Affdavits in the Coun- 
try, for the Courts in town ; an Act for the encou- 
ragement of Proteſtant ſtrangers, and an act of 
Recognition of their Majeſties' titule to the Crown of 
Ireland,; immediately after which, the Parlement 
was prorogued to the ſixth of April following. 


bave been expected by the Houſe; 
Excellency had, the day before, given a favorable 
anſwer to an Addreſs, and had appointed the day 
followirig to be attended 1 In Council, by a Committee 
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Court, and even his Excellency, with a terrible 


panic. 
This Committee was inſtructed by the Houſe 
to prepare a charge againſt all perſons, members 


of the Houſe not excepted, who ſhall appear to 
have embezeled, or converted to their own private 
uſe, any forfeited Lands, Goods or Chattels. “ 


Then, a Committee, appointed to inſpect papers | 
and accounts, relative to their Majeſty's Revenue, 
diſcovered a ſeries of Frauds, Impoſitions and 


Abuſes, and declared them in ten ſpirited Reſolu- 
tions, which were likely to affect his Excellency 


and his Creatures; and therefore, to prevent the 


dreaded Conſequences, of further Procedings of 
this nature, his Excellency, more prudently than 
juſtly, determined to cut ſhort the Seſſion. 
end, he ſuddenly and unexpectedly, went to the 


To this 


Houſe of Peers, ſent for the Commons, gave the 
Royal Aſſent, in the uſual terms, to four Bills; 
that for an additional Exciſe on Beer, : 


This ſudden Prorogation however, could not 
becauſe his 


of the Houſe. 
The Cauſe then, of his Excellency 8 diſpleaſure 


was not what he expreſſed in his Speech ; it was the 
Terror of conſcious Guilt in his Government; par- 


ticularly, with Reſpect to the Miſmanagement of the 
Revenues and Embezelment of the Forfeitures, 


which now began to be brought | hope to him and 


his Minions. 
Not 
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Not daring to profeſs the true Cauſe of his Diſ. 
pleaſure, this great Man, cunningly invented one; 
and though the Commons could have had no ſuſpi- 
cion of his taking Offence, at the rejection of the 
Corn Tax-bill, or the Reaſons aſſigned for it's rejec- 


tion, as ſeveral favorites of the Court, concurred ' 


in both; he craftily made that the Pretence and ſo 

| furniſhed your Excellency with a Precedent, how 
apt, 1 ſhall ſubmit to your own Judgement. 

Now, My Lord, pleaſe to take a ſhort review of 


the principal part of this great Man's conduct, 
which your wiſe Counſilors have induced you 10 
follow. This illuſtrious Pattern layed down for your 
Excellency's example, has left us remarkable mo- 


numents of his Indignation, as well as of his falſe- 
hood, injuſtice and bad Policy, in the memorable 


Speech and Proteſt, offered, the third of November 
1692, and recorded ia the Journals of the Lords, 
immediately before proroguing the Parlement, as 


a new Light to ſucceding Chief Governors. 


By thele, as they have been layed before your ; 
' Excellency, and pretty cloſely copied by your 


Council, you ſee the Commons are cenſured, cha g- 


1 with diſregard to the Intention of their Ma- 
which was the 
1 5 ſettlement, the peace, proſperity and the 
floriſhing State of the Kingdom; with being in/en- 
ſible of their Obligations to be Ieyal, dutiful and well. 
 affefled to their Majeſties, with Intrenching upon 
the Royal Prerogative and the Rights of the Crown of 


jeſties, in calling a Parlement, 


England, by their Votes of the 24th and 28th of 
: Ocober ; 
Statutes of. the 10th of Henry the ſeventh, and the 
za and th of Philip and Mary, and the continued 


Practice ever ſince , and therefore, in Aſertion of their 


Maj eſtiesꝰ Prerogative, and the rights of the Crown of 


England, he Proteſts againſt theſe Proceedings of the © 


Houſe of Commons, and orders his Proteſt to be entered 
in the Journals of the Lords. 


My 


which Votes are declared, contrary 19 the 


(27 ) : 
My Lord; if the Political Poſitions, which I have 


layed down; p. 6, 7, 8, 9, be juſt, the Lord Lieute- 
nant, theRepreſentative of the firſt Eſtate, could not, - 


by Law, be authoriſed, to interfere with, to take Notice 


_ of, and much leſs cenſure and anmadvert upon the 

Proceedings of either Houſe of Parlement. And 

therefore, in this, he moſt certainly committed the 

_ higheſt Infringement of the Rights and Frivileges 
of the Houſe of Commons. 


His Excellency's Proteſt was another of the hi gheſt 


| iafringements of the Rights and Privileges + the 
Commons. And the entering this illicit Proteſt, 
upon the Journals of the Lords, of whoſe number 
and quality, he was not, was a moſt Inſolent breach 
of the Privileges of that Houſe, where it is the 
Privilege of Peers, Members of that Houſe alone, 
and thoſe engaged in a debate, and being of the 
| Minority, to enter a Proteſt and ſign it. 


It is moſt certain, his Excellency could plead no 


lay ful Precedent for this audacious abuſe of the two 
bother Eſtates of the Legiſlature, in any of the Re- 
corqds of theſe Kingdoms; and therefore, I mutt ſup- 
poſe, he borrowed it from the modern contrivance of 
the moſt Chriſtian Tyrant, which he calls, holding 
his Bed of Juſtice: This Monarch, having, by military 


force, overturned the Eſtates and Parlements of his 


Country, now goes, to what remanes of his Parle- 
ment, which is but a ſhadow, ſilences, and ſuſpends 


the functions of. all the Members, enters. his Proteſt. 


againſt their diſliked, however juſt Procedings, _ 
perhaps eraſes or obliterates them, as has been 
done by order of our King, in our Commons“ Jour- 

nal, in 16 40; and then, regiſters his own deſpotic 


Eaifts, in = room. Is this a Precedent for a 
King of Great Britain or Ireland ? or for his Lieu- 


- tenant? Can any friend to the King and Conſtituti- 


on of theſe Kingdoms harbor the horrid thought? 
Whenever the e of either Houſe of Par- 
lement, 
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lement, come to be iuſpected, interrupted, direfted, 
limited, controlled, contradicled, animadverted upon, or 
cenſured, by the firſt Eſtate or his Subſtitutes, we 


muſt bid farewell to a free Britannic Conſtitution, 


and ſubmit to Gallic Slavery. Since then, Prece- 


dents alone are judged ſufficient, with your Excel- 


lency's noble Predeceſlor and your Council, for cen- 
ſuring, I muſt ſay, for aboliſhingParlements and con- 
ſequently, for overturning the national Conſtitution 


why had not thoſe Sages recourſe to the days of the 


Holy Martyr, when Wentworth cenſured and pro- 


teſted? Or when Wandesford eraſed and tore En- 


tries out of the Commons' Journal, by order of the 


King? Theſe tranſactions were certainly as lawful, 
as thoſe of your Excellency's Pattern, upon the 
like occaſion, and both well deſerved an Impeach- 


ment. — Yours, my Lord, muſt ſtand an illuſtri⸗ 
ous Exception 1 


Before I quit this Point, permit me to make one 

ſlain Obſervation on the Speech, penned for your 

Excellency, on this occaſion; in which, your Coun- 
ſelors are pleaſed to applaud the Speech and Proteſt 


of Lord Sydney, as if derived from the auſpicious 


regne of that glorious and immortal prince, King 


William the third, c. 


Permit me, My Lord, to obviate the faſtening of 
that injurious Aſperſion upon the memory of 
that great King. Would to God! for the honor 
of the preſent regne, that the Adminiſtration of 
the next Kingdom ſtood as clear of the charge 
of injuring the Parlement and 5 of this, 
rorogation, 
as that of King William may juſtly be acquitted 


by ſevere cenſure and an untimely 


of all blame, of Lord Sydney's now, boaſted, Con 


duct: Your Excellency, upon the ſlighteſt reflec- 


tion, muſt ſee, that King William and his Coun- 


cil are not to be diſgraced with having directed 


this audacious, violent Meaſure :; For, the cenſured 


3 were 1 the 27th and 28th of 
October, 


ferve 
indlee 
puni! 
com 
been 
ſame 
Ward 


(my) 


October, and the criminating Speech and Proteſt 
vVvere made and delivered, on the 3d of November 


following. How this could have received the di- 


rection or ſanction of the King and Council of 
| England, in the time, 1 leave your Excellency to 
judge. And therefore, whatever your Excellency's 


Speech and Proteſt may merit from your Adviſers 


and Directors, thoſe of Sydney, as well as the Con- 
duct of Wentworth and Wandesford, certainly de- 
ſerved no leſs than an Impeachment. Wandesford 
indeed, fortunately for him, eſcaped the condign 


puniſhment of his moſt daring, wicked ſpoliation 


committed by royal authority, the Theft having 
been reſtored, almoſt as ſoon as detected, by the 
| ſame authority; Strafford met his well-earned Re- 


ward; and I fhall prefently ſhew you the fate of 


Sydney. Far be ſuch from your Excellency, what- 
ever your Adviſers may juſtly ſuffer! 


I hops, by this, your Excellency muſt be con- 


vinced, that no King or Lieutenant has, or ean have, 
any legal right or authority to take notice of, to in- 
_ terfere with, to contradict, controll. limit, or animadueit 
upon, and much leſs, to proteſt ggainſt, the lawfuf 


Procedings of either Houſe of Parlement. Lam 
next to ſhew your Excellency, firſt, that the Pro- 


ceedings of! the Commons, ſo daringly, inſolently, 
and unjuſtly cenſured, by your quoted predeceſſor, 


neither intrench upon the uſt Prerogative of the 
King, or the Rights of the Crown of E npland, and, 
fecondly, that they are in no fort contrary to the 


Statutes of the roth of Henry the Seventh ot of the 


3d and 4th. of Philip ad Mary; apd of courſe, 
not contrary to the continued age ſince the 1 in- 
acting thefe Iawvs. 


To inveſtigate theſe Truths, 1 muſt Teminck 
your Excelleney, that the Conſtitution of England 
was eſtabliſned the Conſtitution of Ireland, bY A& 


of Parlement, in Ireland; in the regne of Henry 


the ſecond; and that, as the Britannic conſtitution 
improved 
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improved in England, from that ra, fo did that of 


Ireland; and this by equal authority, royalCharters, 
declaratory of the Cotrimon Law, by a Macna 


CHART A, of equal weight and import with that ; 
juſtly boaſted of in England, and by Sundry Acts of 


Parlement; all which were ratified and confirmed to 
this Kingdom, by the Statute partially recited by 
Lord Sydney, as well as by your Excellency's 
Counſilors and Amanuenſis, the tenth of enz 
the ſeventh. 


An Inherent, Efſent jal and lance princi- 


ple of the Britannie Guts is, that the peo- 
ple cannot be taxed by the firſt or ſecond eſtate, 
ſeparately or jointly, and conſequently, they are 


onely to be taxed by their own conſent; in perſonn, 
or by repreſentation. And this power of: Taxati- 
on, ſo ſeparate and - diſtin from that of Le- 


giſlation, makes as. certain a part of the Conſtitu= 
tion of Ireland, as it does of that of England. 


And 1 hope, 1 ſhall never live to ſee a power eſta- 
bliſhed in either Kingdom, able to wreſt this ſacred 
and inherent right 0 out of the hands of the Subjects 

of either. 


Your Excellency" 8 e indeed, with Lord 
Sydney, ſeem to contend, that this power is taken 


from the Commons of this realm by the Statutes 
of the 10th of Henry the ſeventh, and of the 3d 


and 4th of Philip and Mary. 
Feet, in practice, moſt of your Excellency 8 Pre- 


deceſſors, as well as your Excellency, confeſs this 
right; when in the Speeehes from the Throne, the 
Commons are always, ſeparately from the Lords, 
particularly addreſſed for all Aids and Supplies. 


Your Excellency was certainly of this opinion, in 

the beginning of the Seſſion, when you expreſsly 

call to the Commons t make the neceſſary proviſions 

for the honor of his Majeſty's Government, and the 
Len ang. 1 — = — — — the * Tio: 
ole : 
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Thoſe, who mot ſtrenuouſly contend for the 


omnipotence of parlements, muſt confeſs, that if 
an acc can lawfully be made to take away, to cur- 
tall, abridge or alter the eſtabliſhed rights of the 


People, it muſt be done in the moſt expreſſive, 
clear and politive words, moſt liberally conſtrued. 

Allowing, then, for the preſent, the utmoſt juſt 
weight and authority to the Statutes recited, no 


man can ſhew, that they in any point abate, alter, 


or interfere with, the People's power of Taxation, 


but merely and ſolely reſpect that of Legiſlation. 


And this muſt appear evident, from the Records 


of Parlement, as well antecedent, as ſubſequent i 
to the inacting Poynings' Law. 


Indeed, from conſidering the State of this King- 


dom before and at the time of paſſing Poynings' 
Law, Taxation could not have been the object of 
that Acc, and it muſt therefore have reſpected Le- 


gillation onely : and that principally, if not ſolely, 


1 reſtraining the abuſed power of Viceroys, in 
paſſing laws, ſubverſive of the Engliſh intereſt and 


the general rights of the people, in this Kingdom. 
The firſt Act relating to any tax, upon our Re- 


cords, is of the 35th of Henry the ſixth. This is 


rather a penalty, to prevent the Exportation of 
Silver Coin, of fourty pence on every pound ex- 
port ig And this Was paſſed at my of the 


Cums 


The ond Act 3 to taxation, is of the 
2d of Edward the fourth, that the Hamper in 
Chancery, the chief and common places, each pay 
fourty ſhillings yearly, the exchequer three pounds, 
and the Maſter of the Mint, twenty ſhillings, 
yearly ; for the repairing the Hall i in the Caſtle of 


Dublin, where the Courts were then held and 


ſome public offices. And this was paſſed at the 
Requeſt of the Commons. | 

"The third act of this nature is of the third of 

- Mo Edward 
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Edward the fourth; to regulate the fees of Attor: 


Ries and the fees for Writs and other Records. 


And this was alfo paſſed at the Requeſt of the Con- 


Mons. 


The third Aa, which bears erties to 


this, is of the ſeventh of Edward the fourth and 


is a Prohibition to foregne Ships, &c: to Aſh in 


the Iriſh Countries, and to lay 8 Cuſtom on fuck 


foregne Ships. And this was alſo paſſed at the 


Requeſt of hi Commons. Thus ſtood the ſtate and 
manner of Taxation, before the paſſing of Poyn- 


ing's Law. Let us ſee what has been the uſage fince. 


The fourth Act of Taxation was paſſed in the 
fiveteenth year of Henry the ſeventh, the very next 
Parlement after paſſing Poynings' Law; this is to 


levy one Shilling upon every twenty Shillings' worth 
of Wares, imported or exported ; with fome Ex- 
ceptions. This is now called the Old ltnpoſt. 
And the Act runs in theſe Words, © Item, at the 
Prayer of the Commons ; that for divers confidera- 


tions, it is ordeyned, granted and eftabliſh- 
ed, Sr. 1 e 


In the 28th of the regne of Henry the e ei güth, | 


the Archbiſhops, Biſhops and other eedeliafticat 
perſons are taxed, the twentieth part of their Be- 


nefices. And this appears to bear no Complexion 


of Tranſmiſſion, but is granted in theſe words, 


after the Recital: „ Wherefore his ſayed humble 


and obedient ſubjects, as well as the Lords ſpiri- 
tual and ternporal; as the Commons in this preſent 


parlement aſſembled, &c.” And this, with the 


Act for the firſt Fruits of Abbies, Priories, &c. 
are the onely Acts of any kind of Taxation, which 
appear in the records of this regne. And 17 is 
very remarkable, that this Statute run in the 


uſual Stile of grants from the Repreſentatives of 
the People, in theſe terms; Priyeth the Commons 


in this preſent parlement alſembled, &c.” 


Thus 


3 


Thus far then, My Lord, it appears, that no 
Money- - bills were certified, in either of theſe 
regnes, or that, if there were, they were, as they 
ſhould Fave been, rejected. 

Now, as no Parlement was called in the regne 


of Edward VI, let us fee, My Lord, whether a 


Money bill was certified or not, in the regne of 


Philip and Mary, in which Poynings' law, it 


may be fuppoſed, was beſt underſtood, as it was 
then explaned and inlarged. In this, a ſubſidy 

indeed, was given; but in the uſual, N 
tonal manner, by the Repreſentatives of the 


People, in the expreſs terms following; © The 


King and Queene's moſt humble, faithtul, loving 
and . obedient ſubjects, the Commons in this 


preſent parlement aſſembled, prudentlie and lov- 
inglie conſidring and calling to their remem- 


brances, the innumerable benefits and goodneſs 


which they heretofore have received, &c. from 
the Queene's Progenitors, &c. Wherefore their 
ſaid mooſt loving, faithful and obedient ſubjects 
7 85 of one mynde, conſent and 


aſſent, and by authoritie of this preſent parlement, 
do for theymſelves and the hole boddie of the 
realme, whom they doo repreſent, freelie, libe- 
rallie, nooſt lovinghe and benevolentlie, give 


and graunt unto the King and Queene's high- 
neſſes, a Subſidie, and humblie require the lame. 
to be enacted, &c. 


Your Excellency will readily confeſs, this could : 
not have been a tranſmitted Bill, that it muſt 


have been originated, by the way of Heads of a 


Bill, in the Houſe of, Commons, whoſe 1 image ww 
ſuperſeription it planely bears. Or, at leſt, 


muſt be confeſſed, that the right of afoot 


Taxations, was, by all parts of the Legiſlature, 


then, declared: and allowed to | be in the Com- 


SW mons, 
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mons, without any violation, or even contra- 
diction of the often recited, reſtrictive laws. 
This Subſidy was afterwards granted t 


Elizabeth, the eleventh year of her regne, . 


ing this grant, and for ſimilar conſiderations, 
and in like terms; to wit, We your Majeſty's 
loving, faithful and obedient Subjects, conſider- 


ing, &c. We your faithful Subjects acknow- 
ledging, &c do moſt lovinglie and freelie offer 
unto your Majeſty, not onely the reviving of 
the ſaid Subſidie, now expired, but alſo lowly 
and hartily profer to You, our boddies and ſub- 
ſtance to maintain theſe your juſt quarrels, &c. 
and do humbly require, that the graunt of the 
faid ſubſidie be enacted; And be it therefore 
enacted by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
and Commons, &c''—This then, My Lord, muſt 
appear a bill of ſupply originated in like manner, 
in the Commons. And as Philip and Mary, 
who expounded and inlarged Poynings* La w, 
judged it not neceſſary to have ſuch a Bill cer- 
tified, by the Council, unleſs it had taken riſe 
in the Commons; Elizabeth thought herſelf 
under no greater neceſſity, and therefore, ac- 


cepted the Benevolence of the Commons, in the 


uſual form and manner. But, though this 
Queen ſummoned and held a parlement, the 
ſecond year of her regne, no ſubſidy Bill or 
other Money-bill was then certified, or if it 
Was, it was rejedted ; for, it appears not on the 
Records. 

In the ſubſequent regne of James the firſt, 5 
no Subſidy-bill was certified, in order to ob. 
tain a licence to ſummon the onely parlement 
of his regne, which continued the eleventh, 
twelveth and thirteenth years of it. At the cloſe 
of this Sellion, indeed, the only proper time for 


_ granting 


Ee 
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granting Supplies, a Subſidie was granted in the 

uſual terms. E 
In the tenth year of the regne of Charles the 
firſt, a Parlement was called, in which a Supply 
was granted in the ordinary parlementory courſe. 
The preamble ſhews, whence the grant came. 


It runs thus: Moſt gracious Sover:gne! We 
your Majeſty's moſt humble and loyal Subjects 
of your Highnels's realm of Ireland, the Com- 
mons in your high court of parlement now ab- 
ſembled, ever calling to mind, conſidering, &c. 
humbly preſent your Majelty with a free and 
_ cheerful gift, of four intire Subſidies, &c. And 
Re we humbly beſeech your Majeſty, it 
may be enacted. And be it enacted, &c.” 
Another is granted in the like terms, the 15th. 
of this regne. What words can more ſtrongly 
prove the invariable right of Taxation, inherent 
to the Commons? In the like manner, the 


Prelates and Clergy granted eight Subſidies : 


The Archbiſhops, Biſhops and Clergy addreſs 
the King, grant the Subſidy, and pray it be 
enacted in parlement, and it is accordingly enact- 
ed. Evident Proof, that the right of Taxation 
was ever uniformly, conſtantly acknowledged to 
be in the people, or their repreſentatives; but 
that the grant muſt be accepted, authoriſed and 
levied by the three Eſtates in parlement. 
In the 13th of Charles the ſecond, a parle- 
ment was called, without certifying a Money-bill | 
for the Cauſe; for, none appears upon the re- 
_ cords of parlement. And the ſubſequent acts 
of Subſidy, of the fourteenth and fiveteenth of 
his regne, granted by the Commons and Clergy, 


run preciſely in the ſame terms, with thoſe of 


his father, laſt mentioned, as does the act or dub⸗ 
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ſidy, of the 19th and 18th of his regne. This 


needs no comment. 


It is very remarkable, that the Se were 


never more tenacious of their ſole and ſeparate 
right of Taxation, than in the regne of Charles 
II. In the Commons Journal, Vol. I. p. 628. 
We find this report from a Committee of con- 
ference of both Houſes, 31 May, 1661, © Sir 


Anthony Morgan reported that the Committee of 
both Houſes for a free conference did meet. 


where the Ordinance ſent up by the Houſe of 
Commons, to the Houſe of Lords, as alſo the 
Declaration, ſent down by the Lords, for the con- 
tinuance of the Excite and New. Impoſt, were 
maturely debated, and that it was inſiſted on by 


the Committee of the Commons, that their houſe 
having ſent up an Ordinance for continuing the 


Cuſtoms, Exciſe and New Impoſt, ſhould 
have the ſame brought down, with Amendments, 
if any there had been, and not a new Inſtrument 
inſtead thereof, without taking the leaſt notice of 


the ſayed Ordinance, the Right of Raifing Money, 
oNELY belonging to the Houje of Commons. And 
that in the ſaid Declaration, ſent down from 


the Lords, there was no mention made of the 


Cuſtoms, which would be a great Loſs to his 


| Majetty, if not received for the laſt fix months : 
Unto all which, the Committee of the Lords re- 


plied, that they acknowledged, that All things 
relating to the raiſing , Money did naturally aud 


pr operly. belong to the Houſe of Commons, and 
therefore, that the ſaid Declaration (hould have it's 


rife from them. Secondly, they confeſſed, the 


not ſending down the Ordinance; which paſſed the 


Houſe of Commons for the continuing the Cuſ- 


toms, Exciſe and New Impoſt, with their opinion, 


that they couldnot agree thereunto, was in the 


point 
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point of formality and error. And laſtly, that the 


leaving out the word, Cuſtoms, in the ſaid De- 
claration, was Caſus omiſſus. But, as to the 
paſting of the faid Ordinance, the Houſe of 
Fords could not conſent thereunto, conceiving it 


not to be a regular way of levying of money by an 


Ordinance ; as alſo, that it is contrary to the 
Petition of Right and to Poynings' Act, &c. 


Albeit, the Committee of the Commons agreed 
that thers was much difference between the Ordi. 
nances, which Poynings' act mentioneth, which 


was the chief thing their Lordſhips inſiſted on, 
and the ſaid Ordinance, ſent up by the Com- 
mons ; it being ſaid in Poynings act, Ordinances 


to be enatted ; whereas, the ſaid Ordinance of 
the Houle of Commons onely expreſſeth, that it 


is to be pro tempore, and until it could be en- 
| acted,” — Thus the Commons aſſerted their Right, 
with the concurrence of the Lords. 


Immediately after, the houſe received the re- 
port of the conference; they alſo received a meſ⸗ 
ſage from the Lords, in the following words; 


That their Lordſhips have read the Ordinance 
of the Commons for continuance of the Cuſtoms, 


Exciſe and New Impoſt, &c. but for the reaſons, 
given this day, to a Committee of the Commons, 


can not concur therewith, leaving it to the Houſe | 
of Commons to find ſuch an expedient as may 


anſwer this preſent emergent occaſion.” 


Whereupon the Commons conceived the follow- 


ing Orders; 


„ That the Declaration for continuing the 


Cuſtoms, Exciſe and New Impoſt, having been 


thrice read, ſhall paſs this Houſe, and that Sir 
William Domville, &c. do carry it to the Lords 
and deſire their concurrence.— Sir William re- 


ported, that he had preſented the ſaid Declara- 
Hon. 
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tion to the Lords, that they had read, aſſented 


unto and voted the ſaid Declaration to paſs. — 
This parlement, it is moſt evident, could never 


have received the Dictates of a Privy Council 
for a money-bill, in any form tranſmitted, when 

they were ſo tenacious of their rights, that they 
would not ſuffer the Peers of the Realm to in- 


terfere in the buſineſs of Taxation. And the 


Peers were too juſt and too wiſe to intermeddle in 
matters, which came within the ſphere of the 
Commons alone,—In all this, My ord , Where does 


the continual Practice or Uſage, of money bills being 


certified from the Council alone, ſo ſtrongly con- 


tended for by your Excellency's imitated Prede- 
ceſſor and You, appear? 


On the goth of July, in the ſame year and 


ſeſſion, the Lords Juſtices ſent a meſſage to the 
Commons, in which they repreſent ** the Defici- 
encies in the Poll Tax and Quit Rents; the neceſ- 
ſitous ſtate of the Army, and the delay, that muſt 


neceſſarily attend the paſſing of the ſubſidy bill; 


and inform them, that to obviate ſuch inconve- | 
niences, as might happen by Free Quarter, they 
had ſent a ſhort bill, by way of a Poll, the return _ 
of which, they expected i in a few days. And re- 
queſted that they ſhould not make a long adjourn- 
ment, that when the bill returned, it may be paſſed 
preſently, or elſe that a conference may be held 
with the Lords and ſuch a courſe taken there- 
upon, as may be thought fit by both houtes.” _ 


The next day, the Commons ordered ſome of 


their Members to attend the Lords Juſtices, to de- 


fire a ſight of the Bill, tranſmitted into England, 


for levying Poll- money. But, before it appears, 


they had got a ſight of the Bill, they agreed 
the money ſhould be raiſed upon a Declaration of 
both houſes, to which the Lords concurred, fo that 


nothing 
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nothing more was heard of the Poll-Bill. For, 


the Parlement was then prorogued, aſter having 
given this kind of Vote of Credit to Government. 
Such was the regard payed to Council Money- 


Bills, in the ſucceding part of this ſeſſion. 
But theſe are not the onely inſtances, in which 


the Commons aſſerted their right of taxation in 
this regne: For, when the Lords ſent a Propoſal 
of Ways and Means of levying L. 30000, for the 


uſe of the Duke of Ormond, the Houſe thereup- 
on came to the following Reſolution, Declaration 


and Aﬀertion, “ That the Propoſal of ways and 
means of levying all monies to be raiſed in this 


kingdom, is the antient and undoubted Right of - 
this Houſe only.” ——26th July, 2602." > 
And upon ſome further differences in opinion, 


between the Lords and Commons, in the manner 
of levying the ſayed {.30009, the Commons ſent 
further declarations of their Rights to the Lords, 


the 26th of July: 1 in the lame year, i in the following 
terms ; 


8 J. That this houſe doth conceive it to bs the 


antient and undoubted Right and Privilege of the 
Houſe of Commons oxLy, to propoſe the manner, 
ways and means of the levying of any ſum of money 
| whatſoever, that is to be raiſed within this kingdom.” 


III. Though the Act of Parlement doth leave 


| this particular ſum of J. 30000, to be raiſed in ſuch 
manner, as by both houſes of parlement ſhould be 
agreed on; that yet the right of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, of propoſing the manner of levying the ſame, 
is not thereby altered; but only this change is 


made, that whereas in al other caſes, the manner 

of raifing all money ought firſt to be propoſed by 
the Houle of Commons, and afterwards agreed un- 
to by the Houle of Lords, and laſt of all atlented to 


by his Majeſty ; in this caſe only, the Royal Aſſent 
to the manner of raiſing this money is not necel- 
fary , 


i 


„ 


ſary; but the Right of the Houſe of Commons in 
Propoſing the manner is not taken away; but the 


Huule of J ords may either aflent thereunto, if they 


think fit, or elſe may diiagree, if they ſhall find 
cauſe, and thereupon, theHouſe of Commons, if ſa- 
tisfied with their Lordſhips reaſons, are to propound 


unto them, ſome other way for the raiſing thereof.“ 

Theſe, My Lord, are the precedents alluded 
toin Sloane's narrative to the Houſe of Commons 
of England, hereafter related. Theſe ſhew of 


how little weight Lord Sydney and your Excel- 
lency's aſſertions of continual uſage muſt appear, 
and muſt ſerve to convinceYou, that ſince the paſſ-— 
ing of the recited, reſtrictive ſtatutes, to the year 
1695, the Commons never gave up their right to 
Taxation, though they might, upon ſome Emer— 
gencies, occaſionally, have relaxed it, as in the 
procedings proteſted againſt by Lord Sydney, 
which your Excellency is pleaſed to make a pre- 


cedent for your Proteſt. 


Thus, then, My Lord, from our firſt 1 
to the regne of King William III, the fole and un- 
doubted right of the Commons, to originate 
money bills, has been univerfally confeſſed, by all 
parts of the Legiſlature, without any breach or 
ſtretch of the recited, reſtrictive laws; and in all 
that time, no doubt appears to have been enter- 
ained of this inherent and ſole night of the Com- 
mons, to move and regulate taxation ; if You will 
except the regne of Charles 1; when one of his 
wicked miniſters preſumed to proteſt againſt the 
Lords ordering the King's council, or the judges, 
to draw up Heads of Bills; and the other, to 


obliterate and tear out entries in the Commons' 
journal, reſpecting the regulating of ſupplies. 
And, | muſt ſuppoſe, My Lord, theſe are pre- 


cedents, for which you will hardly contend, what- 


ever your wile Adviſers may do. 


Bat. 


= „„ 
But, My Lord, why is Poynings' law, now, ſo ſtre- 
nuouſly inſiſted on, when it is to be expounded, 
underſtood and taken, as directed by the Statute of 


Philip and Mary? By this, the Chief Governor and 
Council are to certify, —what ? The Conſiderations, 
Cauſes and ARTICLES OF SUCH AcTs, Proviſions, 

and Ordinances, as ſhould induce the Crown to call 


a Parlement.—But, that done, they are empowered 


to certify further, ſuch other Conſiderations, Cauſes, 
Jenours, Proviſions and Ordinances, as ſhall ſeem 
good to be enacted, at and in ſuch Parlement. Such, 
no doubt, as are propoſed by both or either 


houſes. The former certificates can not certainly 


* reſpect Bills of any kind, and leſt of all, money 
bills. The later alluredly authoriſes the certifying 
all bills, money bills, included, which regularly ſpring 


from the onely proper ſource, the Parlement. 
Let me now beg leave to aſk your Excellency, 
how or in what inſtance does the Commons aſſer- 
ting their undeniable right to tax themſelves and 


their Conſtituents, by offering Heads of money 
bills, which is the uſual courſe, iatrench upon the 
 Prerogative of the King, or the Rights of the Crown 


of England? Can your Excellency, or any of the 


moſt powerful Advocates for, or ſervile Imitators 
of, Lord Sydney, fay, that the Crown, either of 


England or Ireland, has a right to tax, or to pre- 


ſeribe the quantity or the mode of levying any 
tax, on the Subjects, until it is moved by the 


Commons and agreed to by the Peers? Can any 


man ſay, that it is the Prerogative of the Crown, to 
tax the Subjects of either Kingdom, without firſt ob- 
taining their Conſent, in perſon or by repreſentation, 
together with the conſent of the Peers? If this be 
the caſe, why are parlements called or held? But, 
this is too ablurd to be further diſcuſſed. 
But, ſuppoſe, My Lord, it be for the preſent 
for argument fake, as for no other purpoſe it can, be 


admitted, 
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admitted, that, under the Acts of the roth of Henry 
VII. and 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary, while they 
remane in force, the chief Governor and Council 
here, the Executive power of this Kingdom, may cer- 
tify What Bills they will, even money bills not ex- 
cepted. to the King and Council, that 1s, to the Ex- 
ecutive Power, in England. Such bills being returned, 


as the Acts require, may be preſented, received, read 
and paſſed, or may be denied reception, and ſo rejec- 


ted, without reading, or after reading, upon debate 

| and conſideration by either Houſe. This is the 
order and rule of parlement ſo, that the utmoſt pre- 
rogative of the Exccutive power, in both Kingdoms, 
with reſpect to the certifying and tranſmitting bills, 
1s exerciſed and preſerved 1n the act of certifying | 
and tranſmitting them under the great Sea! of each 
Crown; whether they take riſe in either houſe of 
parlement, or in the Council here. 


The Crown then, has the ſame power and au- 


8 thority over a money bill, ſpringing by Heads of 
a Bill from the Commons, as if it were originated 
in the Council. In what then, can the prerogative 
of the King, or the rights of ihe Crown of England 
be affected, more by the one, than the other = 
And how are the reſtrictive laws recited, violated | 
or contradicted, by the Commons allerting their 


inherent conſtitutional right? 


But, ſurely, My Lord, neither of the reci! ted. 
Laws, nor any other, does, has, or can deprive 
either houſe of parlement, of the inherent and 
fundamental Right and power of receiving or not 
receiving, reading or not reading, or rejecting 
them, agreeable to their own rules and orders, 
and that for reaſons, tacit or expreſſed. A ſlight 


review of the ſtatute of the 3d and 4th of Plilip 


and Mary, quoted by your 3 as well as 
your imitated predeceſſor, at the end of paragraph 


111. will convince your Excellency, that this inva- 
riable and fundamental right of parlement ſtands 


IC. 
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in it's priſtine force, in theſe words; © in caſe 
* ſuch cauſes, tenours, &c. cr any of them, be 


agreed and reſolved upon by the three Eſtates 


of the ſaid parlement, any thing in this pre- 


« ſent Ac or in the aforeſaid act, made at Drog- 
* heda, to the contrary, notwithſtanding.” Here, 


your Excellency muſt ſee, that either houſe 
may reject any bill: and aſſigning the cauſe of 
rejection can certainly be no Crime. 


Here alſo, My Lord, You muſt ſee, the Pro- 


_ cedings of the Commons, in aſſerting their right 
of Taxation, in rejecting a money bill, diftated by 


the creatures of prerogative, and giving their rea- 


fon for the Rejection, intrench not upon the regal 


prerogative, and ſtill leſs upon the rights of the 
Crown of England, as abſurdly as wickedly hauled. 


in here, by your great Predeceſſor, and that ſo far 


from being contrary, it is perfectly agreeable to 


every Law, thoſe particularly recited by Your noble 


Pioteſting Predeceſſor, and your Excellency. 

That Your Excellency's noble Predeceſſor's 
aſſerting, that the procedings of the Commons 
was contrary to the continued practice ever fince the 
making the reſtrictive laws recited, ſtands upon 
the ſame ſandy foundation, with his poſition, thatthe 
ſayed Procedings were contrary to the recited Acts, 
as may be collected from what has been juſt ſayed. 
What an infamous Example then, have your 
Excellency's Adviſers layed down to You ! Heaven 


guard your Excellency from the well deſerved fate 


of your noble Predecefſor. Of this, your wor- 
thy Counſilors ſhould however have appriſed You. 
Let me give your Excellency, the molt ſeaſonable 
warning in my power. e 
This wicked Governor, to cover his Rapine and 
perverſeneſs, found himſelf under the neceſſity of 
aggravating his guilt, by repreſenting this Country 
in general, as he did the Commons, in his Speech 
and Proteſt. They were pointed out, as but little 
3 eee better 
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better than Rebels, or ready to revolt, and break 


their Connexion with England, by violating the 


Laws of Poyrings and Philip and Mary, which, 


the miniftry looked upon, as the Palladium of the 


Conſtitution. Whether any wicked repreſentation 
of this kind has been made, upon a late occaſion, 


time will tell, to the indelible dilgrace of ſome 
lurking enemy to our King and Conſtitution. 
Before Lord Sydney could get clear of this 


Country, he and his minions gave every proof of 
their Averſion to this Kingdom, and had the pre- 


ſumption, publicly to inſult ſome of the moſt diſ- 


tinguiſhed Members of parlement, in oppoſition 
to the meaſures of the Viceroy; to diſplace ſuch 
as held employments, and pumſh others by mili- 
tary Execution. What would he not have done, 
had he had fiveteen thouſand mercenaries! 


To obviate the Miſrepreſentation, natural to 


be expected from this malevolent Governor's in- 
ſolent treatment of the Commons, and the evils to 
be dreaded, in caſe the true ſtate of the Nation 
Mould not be timely layed before the throne ; the 
Commons reſolved upon the fame methods, as 
they were forced to purſue under the tyrannic Ad- 
_ miniſtration of the Lords Strafford and Wandes- 
ford, thoſe worthy patterns of your Excellency's 
pattern: They judged it necellary to fend Agents, 
to repreſent their Caſe and the ſtate of the Nation, = 
to their Majeſties. 


For this. purpoſe, they deſired he of their 


. Members, Sir Arthur Rawdon, Sir Robert King, 
Sir Arthur Langford, and Mr. Anneſley, to deliver 


a Petition to his Excellency, ſor leave to ſend 


Agents, to attend their Majeſties in England, with ; 


a itate of this abuled Kingdom. 


This was done within four days after the Pro- 


rogation. But, they received no more favorable 


antwer, than, 6 that His Macly was the Pro- 


* teſtants 


1 


E 


“ teſtants agent; they might however go for En- 
„ gland, to beg their Majeſties pardon for their 
<« ſeditious and riotous Aſſemblies.“ 
Excellency ſtopped all further ſolicitation or a 


And his 


Reply, by concluding, © He had no other Anſwer 
“ to give them,” Soon after this, one of the 


' Petitioners was told by the Lord Chancellor, that 
they had done illegally, and that it was reſolved 
in Council, that they ſhould be proſecuted. Your 
Excellency can never be ſuſpected to purſue this 


uu of the Precedent. 
This additional inſult however, could not damp 


the generous Ardor and public Spirit of that pa- 
triot parlement, than which, none more loyal, 
more dutiful, more affectionate, more faithful to 


their King and Country, more reſpectful to the 


repreſentative of Majeſty, ever met in this King- 


dom, before that which your Weener lately 
called and prorogued. : 
England was, at this t time, too attentive to, and 


too much :ntereſted in, the welfare of Ireland, to 
ſuffer the numberlets abuſes of this Governor to 85 
pals unpuniſned. 


The Houſe of Commons of that: Kingdom, 
took into their Conſideration, the ſtate of this. 
And being informed, that Sir Francis Brewſter, _ 


Sir William Gore, Sir John Magill, Lieutenant 


Stafford, Mr. Sloane and Mr. Cairnes, ſent over 
to repreſent the ſtate of this Kingdom, were as the 
door, and could give information of ſeveral matters 
touching the ſame; they were called in, and at the 
bar, gave their ſeveral Informations to the Houle, 
verbally, and were then ſeverally defired to give 
them in in writing, ſigned reſpectively ; which was 
accordingly done, the 24th of February, 1692. 
Sir Francis Brewſter gave an Account of the 
Army's living at diſcretion upon the Subjects, for 
want of pay; and committing more ravages in 
one winter, than was done by all King James's 


army; 
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army ; of the miſmanagement and embezelment 
of the Revenues, and of the forfeited Eſtates and 


Chattels; particularly of Effects, valued at upwards 


_ of ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY FIVE THOUSAND . 


pounds, not producing to Government Two THoU- 
SAND; With other abuſes of the like nature; that 
the forfeited lands, which in the war, ſet for up- 


wards of thirty thouſand pounds, after the peace, 
did not bring in one third of that ſum; that of 
| ſores ſeized, to the value of one hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, upwards of eighty thouſand were 
embezeled ; that the Treaſury was under the ſole 
management of the chief Governor, without check 
or control; that no man dared to complain of 
theſe grievances in Ireland, who had any employ- 
ment, for fear of loſing it; and that ſuch, as have 
no employment, are left to the Correction of the 

Army, for what they ſay in parlement; as was 
the caſe betwixt Mr. Sloane and Brigadier Stew- 
art, and the King's Serjeants at Law, to whom, 
Mr. Poultney, the Lord Lieutenant's Secretary, by 
his Excellency's order, applied and demanded 

their patents, the next day after the Prorogation. 
Theſeè however, are parts of the Precedent, which 
your Excellency muſt certainly diſdain to follow, 


o ſoon after the Augmentation. 


Sir William Gore confirmed the greateſt part of 
this narrative, with reſpect. to the abuſes of the 


Army. 


Mr. Sloane confirmed the non-payment of the 
Army, and their living at Free Quarters, and 
both the Soldiers robbed of their pay and the 


Country of redreſs; the Embezelment of the 
| Revenue, toget er with the money ſent from 


England 


Sir John Magill did the ſame; and proved, 
that the Soldiers pay was ſtopped from them, on 
pretence of paying for their quarters, but that the 
country received no recompenſe or reſtitution, for 
the waſtes and damages committed. 
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England to ſupport the Expences of the war; 
which with the forfeitures, if regularly and fairly 


managed and applied, would have been ſufficient 


to defray the Expences of the whole. He cir- 
cumſtantially related the Abuſes of Culliford and 


other Commiſſioners of the Revenue, both with 
reſpect to that and to forfeitures ; the later of 


which had been waſted by Grants to Lord Syd- 
ney and other great men. He gave an account of 
the procedings of the ſeveral Committees upon 


| theſe matters, before the Prorogation; and ſhewed 
the loſſes ſuſtained, by the imperfect accounts made 


out with the treaſury of England; explaned the 
diſregard, ſhewn by the chief Governor, to addreſ- 
ſes for diſarming diſaffected papiſts, and for dif- 


' miſſing others, who were employed in the army, 
to the great terror of the proteſtants and encou- 
ragement of French and other Enemies; and the 
difficulty of recovering any debt or obtaining any 
right of a favorite papiſt, by reaſon of the unlaw- 
ful protections and licences given them, of which, 
there were then no leſs than THREE HUNDRED in the 


| Sheriff's office in Dublin. 


He gave proof of an 
other extraordinary grievance, the determining the 
property of a proteſtant and member of parle- 
ment, unheared, by the Lords Juſtices alone, of 
whom, Lord Sydney had been one. He ſhewed, 
the greateſt Grievance was the diſcouragement to 


proteſtants, and the encouragement given to their 

| Enemies, by the Prorogation of Parlement and 
it's conſequences. 
the ſpeech from the throne, and the Commons 
_ Addreſs, pretty much as I have done, he ſhewed, 
that, agreeable to the antient laws, Ireland had 


After reciting the ſubſtance of 


no Jeſs than fivery new parlements, within the 
laſt two hundred years; yet, that contrary to Law, 
n deprived of parlements, 

for twenty ſeven years ; during which interval, 
there 


*; 


13 
there had grown over the Kingdom, many inſup- 
portable, arbitrary powers and juriſdictions, oppreſ- 


ſions and grievances, which were hoped to be 
aboliſhed or redreſſed by the parlement. He 
ſhewed the readyneſs and alacrity, with. which the 


demand of a ſupply had been received and com- 
plied with, notwithſtanding the impoveriſhed, 
waſted and deſolate ſtate of the Country. Then, 


he related the procedings upon the two money bills. 
He denied, as all ſenſible ſubjects now do, any 


intention to avoid Poynings law, thereby to make 


this Kingdom independant, as it is called, upon 


England ; ſhewing, that all the houſe did, was 


to aſſert the right of the Commons to the firſt 
founding or propoſing the heads of bills for raiſing 
money; and that when the Commons propoſed 
them to the Council-board, the Conncil ſhould 


form them into Bills and tranſmit them into En- 


gland, to be tranſmitted back, agreeable to the 


Iaw of Poynings, or rather that of Philip and 


Mary. Then, he recited the date of the cen- 


ſured Reſolutions, and his Excellency's Speech 


and Proteſt, 'with the immediately ſubſequent 


Prorogation. After this, he reaſoned moſt clearly 


upon the right of the Commons to originate bills 
of ſupply, it being indubitable, that before Poy-> © 
nings' law, that was the ſole and undoubted Right *' 
of the Commons, and could not appear to any, 
how or in what inſtance, that right was taken 
away or given up, by that Law, manifeſtly de- 
ſigned and calculated to prevent the danger of an 
| Triſh Intereſt becoming two prevalent here, with 


any chief Governor, to the Prejudice of the En- 


glſh. He juſtly obſerved, that the fame reaſons, 
which prevaled before Poynings' law, for the 
Commons to originate money bills, {till ſubſiſted ; 

namely, that they mult know, better than the 
Council, what taxes the Country is able to bear, 


and 
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and how it may beſt be raiſed, and with the 


_ greateſt eaſe to the ſubject. It having alſo appea- 
red, by the Journals of the Houſe, in 1662 *, that 
this proceding was not without precedent, but 


was juſtified by former practice, and never before 
complained of ; though, perhaps, upon an Emer- 


gency, for expedition, it might ſometimes be over- - 


looked or remitted. Then, he explaned the pro- 
cedings upon the money bills, with the motives of 
= Houſe; one of which was, their not doubting 


4 | tl = being pleaſing to the chief Governor; many 


hoſe friends joined in the late cenſured reſo- 


lutions. He ſhewed, that no advantage could ariſe, 
but rather diſadvantages, from 
ginating money bills, could not conceive how this 
clame comes by the name of a prerogative, which 
is an antient, inherent right of the crown; while 

this is onely derived from an illiberal conſtruction 
of the ſtatutes of the 1oth of Henry the ſeventh 


e Council's ori- 


and the 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary. 
Then, he related the application for ſending 


IF over Agents and it's ſucceſs; and ſhewed the uſe 

and neceſſity of ſuch; together with the proced- 
ings upon certain bills, before the Prorogation, 
and the motives for rejecting them. 


He confirmed the diſmiſſion of their Maj aſtien* 


1 Serjeants at Law, Oſborne and Braderick, and 
their being turned out of the commiſſion of the 


peace, and the ſuperſeding Sir Arthur Rawdon in 
his Government of the County of Down, immedi- 
ately after the Prorogation. 
Mir. Cairnes confirmed the n of his 
Excellency, about certifying another money bill, 
againſt the next meeting; threatening, that if 


the Commons did not paſs it, they ſhould never 


have another parlement. 
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Upon theſe Informations, the Houſe juſtly, 7 
readily, came to the following Reſolutions; 1 
| That upon Informations given to this t 
U Houſe, it doth appear, that there have ben 0 
1 great Abuſes and e | in the Affairs i 
| of Ireland.“ 0 
; „That an humble Addreſs be preſented to I 1 
4 his Majeſty, ſetting forth the Abuſes and Miſ- 
1 managements of the Affairs of Ireland.” _ 0 
| The ſecond Reſolution was referred to a Com- : 
1 mittee, who accordingly prepared the Addrels, = 
| which was unanimouſly agreed to by the houſe, c 
f and preſented by them to his Majeſty. In this, 0 
all the grievances of this Kingdom, and the 
1 means of redreſſing them, are emphatically layed 4 
„ don; concluding with theſe remarkable words; 1 
x And as your Majeſty hath been pleaſed to give 1 
5 us ſuch gracious aſſurances of your readineſs to 
5 comply with us, in any thing that may tend to - 
|. the peace and ſecurity of this Kingdom; we \ 
* doubt not of your Majeity' s like Grace and Favor 
„ to that of Ireland; in the ſafety and preſervation | 
if whereof, this your Majeſty's Kingdom is fo | 
* much concerned.” Such was the juſt Eſtima- | 
1 tion, which that wiſe parlement of England, 


— 
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made of the Rights and Liberties, of the ſafety 
and preſervation of Ireland, and of the Connexion 
of both Kingdoms; of their mutual dependence 
upon each other, and of the ſame Grace, Favor 
= and Protection, due from the Crown. to the one 
0 Kingdom, as well as to the other. Theſe are 
Sentiments, which can never change, without a 
general depravity in morals and politics; to which 
your Excellency can never be ſuppoſed to con- 
tribute, Whatever your wiſe Countilors may do. 
Eut to return: 
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The Houſe of Lords of England, not leſs 


folicitous than the Commons, in thoſe days, for 


the ſafety and preſervation, and for the redreſs | 


of the grievances of Ireland, took up the fame 


inquiry; And, upon the fame Informations, 


came into the like Reſolutions, and 1 cnrenL 


the like Addreſs to the Throne. 

I muſt here, beg leave to obſerve to your Ex- 
cellency, that if the Conduct of your Predeceſſors 
affords you a juſt Precedent for your untimely 


and injurious prorogation of parlement; the con- 


duct of the Commons, under the Admiſiſtrations 


. of Wentworth, Wandesford and Lord Sydney, 


Points out to the preſent parlement, a precedent, 


for remonſtrating againſt injuries and ſeeking for 
redreſs of grievances, though it was not in 


all inſtances ſucceſsfun. 
How far the Grievances of this kingdom were 


redreſſed, by the immortal Prince, celebrated by 


your Excellency, as patroniſing the precedent, 


your Counſilors are pleaſed to adopt for you, 1 
ſhall not, here, attempt to explane. But, give me 


leave to ſay, that his Majeſty promiſed the deſired 
Redreſs: For, his anſwer to both houſes runs in 


this ſtrain; I ſhall always have great Conſi- 
2 deration for whatever is recommended by my 
4 parlement ; and I ſhall take great care, that 
whatever is amiſs ſhail be remedied.” _ 


If however, My Lord, this Guilty EE 


eſcaped Capital Puniſhment, it muſt be aſcribed 


to the ſame cauſe, that a late great Lawyer, in 
this kingdom, ſucceſsfully undertook to bear a 
man harmleſs, who was charged with taking a 


cConſiderable ſum of money out of the treaſury, 


The Client was told planely, that if he did not actu- 
ally rob the treaſury, he ſhould probably be hanged; 
but if he had robbed it, and had kept the moneys 
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his life might be ſaved, as indeed, it was. So, I 
find it fared with your Excellency' s great prede- 
ceſſor, My Lord: He went off loaded with the 


Spoils and the Curſes of this Kingdom, to purſue 


the precedents made by ſeveral of his noble Pre- 
deceſſors: While this people, concurring with 
the cenſure of both houſes of the Engliſh Parle- 
ment on his conduct, devoted his Excellency to 
Deteſtation and Infamy; their Spoils ſecured his 


head from the black, and perhaps, afterwards 


Procured him higher rank among the Peers of a 
neighbouring ſtate. Whether ſuch like pre- 


cedents have ſince been followed, in promoting 


perſons equally meritorious with Lord Sydney, 
to peerages, in either kingdom, is ſubmitted to 
your Excellency's conſideration. 

But, if this ſhould be found, the caſe, though 
the Crown be confeſſed the fountane of honor, 
1t cannot waſh away the ſtains in this great man's 


character, much leſs give ſanction to his plun- 


-dering the public of their treaſure, or the parle- 


ment and people of their rights and privileges, 


by an untimely and deſtructive Prorogation. 
Your Excellency muſt now be convinced, that, 
except partial recitals of facts and ſtatutes, every 


Poſition, your great predeceſſor lays down, every 


argument, he makes, and every inference, he 
_ draws, in his. pompous ſpeech and proteſt, are 


all. falſe, malevolent and wicked, calculated to 


divert the eyes of England from his numberleſs 


acts of rapine, treachery and fraud, and by miſ 
repreſenting the Parlement and people of this 


kingdom to his Majeſty, to diſcredit their dreaded 
complaints, and * the ſeeds of Jealouſy, diſcord 


and animoſity between the Crown and the Sub- 


jects of both kingdoms. Such, My Lord, is the 


character of the noble Viceroy, the worſt and 


moſt 
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moſt deſtructive part of whoſe conduct, his 
Speech, his Proteſt, and his Prorogation of par- 


lement, is pointed out as a pattern for your Ex- 
cellency's! By whom ?—Certainly, by falſe or 


pretended friends to your Excellency, perhaps 


to the king; but as ſurely, by implacable Enemies 
of this loyal people, and no real friends to the 
Britannic conſtitution. 


If your Excellency has time and patience, to 


read thus far; You will, I dare ſay, candidly 
_ confeſs, that neither the people or parlement of 
Ireland, at any time, deſerved ill of the late 

King William or of his worthy Miniſters, and leſt 


of all, at the time of Lord Sydney, after the 


kingdom had recently ſuffered ſo ſeverely by the 
long, cruel and unlawful Interruption of parle- 
ments, as well as by the War; when they had 
Juſt got ſhut of their tyrant, and entertained the 
moſt grateful ſenſe and high Expectations of the 


Benefits of the Revoiution and of the Merit of 


their great Deliverer. The ſtopping then, all 
national buſineſs, by a ſudden and violent pro- 
rogation, and leaving the Kingdom in diſtraction 
and confuſion, at fo critical a conjuncture, was, 
in that Governor, the moſt audacious and wicked 
breach of truſt, with reſpect to the Crown, and 
his Speech and Proteſt, while they were neither 
founded in truth, right, reaſon or law, were the 
moſt wanton and unprovoked exertion or abuſe 


of the Prerogative, and the moſt daring violations 


of the Rights and Privileges of both houſes of 


Parlement. Eo i as 
What the Conduct and Deportment of the 


People of this Kingdom have been towards the 
King and his Vicegerent, ſince Your Excellency 


has held the reins of Government among us; [ 
ſhall leave to your juſt determination. — 
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But, My Lord, permit me to inquire What 
has been the conduct of Parlement towards his 
Majeſty and his Viceroy, during your Excel- 


lency's Lieutenaney Let the Addreſſes and 


Precedings of each houſe anſwer for itſelf. 1 
mean not to attempt. any Juſtification or Apology 
for either, to your Excellency, or to any other 
power; as I know none on earth, to whom 
parlements are accountable, except the Commons 
to their Conſtituents. But, for the ſake of truth 
and juſtice, and to ſhew how far the people and 
parlement can be ſuſpected to have deſerved the 
heavy puniſhment of cenſure from your Excellency, 
| attended with a prorogation, at an unuſual time; 

I ſhall beg leave to direct your Excellency's 
eye to a ſhort review of your own Speech, which 
cannot be ſuſpected to err, and the Procedings 
of the Commons, with reſpect to n . 


and your Excellency. _ 
' You were pleaſed, My Lord, to open the late 


thort Seſſion of this parlement, on the 17th day 
of October, 1769, with a very gracious Speech from 


the Throne, in which, your Excellency exprefled 
your confidence, that both houſes were met 


with the juſteſt ſentiments of duty and affection 


to our molt gracious Soveregne, &c.“ | 
Your Excellency's ſenſe of candor and honor, 


leaves no room to imagine any ambiguity in theſe 


words. Therefore, it is to be preſumed your 


Excellency muſt have meaned what You ex- 


preſſed. And therefore, why you have changed 
your Sentiments of this affectionate and loyal peo- 


ple, deſerves the attention of every true friend 


to our Eſtabliſnment. 
You are ſoon after pleaſed, My Lord, to make 
A particular application to the houſe of Commons. 
25 Your 
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Your Excellency informs them, that“ You have 


ordered the proper accounts and eſtimates of the 
public expences, to be laid before them; and 


doubt not their making every neceſſary proviſion 


for the honor of his Majeſty's Government and 
the ſafety and welfare of the Kingdom.” In all 
this, it cannot be doubted, your Excellency was 
ſerious. And this, I mult obſerve is the ſtile of 
your Excellency and moſt of your Predeceſſors, 
upon all former occaſions: You juſtly call to the 


Commons, a-part, for a liberal Exertion of their 
ſole and undoubted right of taxation, or grant- 
ing Aids or Supplies to the Crown; becauſe ſuch 
grants can come from the Commons alone. And, 
When they have done, what has been defired, 
and confeſſed to be their right, in a regular 
parlementary courſe ; are they, therefore, to be 
animadverted upon, cenſured and prorogued, for 
the very exertion, applied for, required and 
gramed?- 5 5 a, 


In anſwer to your Excellency's Speech from 


the Throne, the Commons immediately, unant- 
mouſly, voted a moſt affectionate, loyal and 
dutiful Addreſs to his Majeſty ; in which they 


thank him for the Law for limiting the duration 


of parlements, obtained under the Adminiſtration 
of your Excellency, “ from whole experience of 
their Loyalty and Zele, and whoſe mild and prudert 
Govornment, they have the highelt Expectations, 


that the honor of the Crown, and the Liber- 
ties of the people will be duly attended to.''— 


Your Excellency will now, pleale to conſider, 


in what or how far theſe high Expettations were 


anſwered. 


In the next paragraph, My Lord, they aſſure 
the King, that © the great Affection, which his 
loyal and faithful Commons of Ireland have ever 
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(86) | 
teſtified for his ſacred perſon and the ſucceſſion of 


_ his illuſtrious houſe, will always induce them, to 
the utmoſt of their Abilities, to grant ſuch ſup- 


plies, as may be neceſſary for the ſupport of his 


Majeſty's government and the ſafety of this King- 


dom.” —Your Excellency will, in your uſual Can- 


dor, confeſs, they fulfilled their promiſe. —The 

point is, how were their faithful and loyal ſervices 

requited ? and how were their fond Expectations 
anſwered ! TX 5 
After this, a moſt affectionate and reſpectful 
Addreſs was voted and preſented, by the Com- 
mons, to your Excellency, gratefully acknow- - 
ledging their obligations for the part You bore in 
promoting the law for limiting the duration of 
parlements, and expreſſing their congratulations, 
at meeting your Excellency in parlement, under 
that conſtitutional law. They demonſtrate, the 
fulleſt confidence, that under your Excellency's 
adminiſtration, the honor and dignity of the 
Crown, and the Juſt Rights and Liberties of the 


People will be maintained and protected. And 
aſſure your Excellency, that they will cheerfully 


grant the neceſſary ſupplies for the ſupport of his 
Majeſty's Government and the ſafety and welfare 
of this Kingdom. If they did not perfectly ful- 
fil theſe great engagements, the ends for which 
they were firſt inſtituted and now called together; 
your Excellency's Counſilors will, if they dare, 
point out, who is to blame. 

Il can not avoid obſerving, that your Excellency's 
Anſwer to the two Addreſſes, ſtrongly expreſſes 
your ſentiments of both. The firſt, You juſtly 
call, loyal and affeftionate ;. the ſecond, You ſtile, 
kind, and aſcribe a part of the honor done you, 
10 the reſpect, which his Majeſty's faithful Commons, 

have upon every occaſion, expreſſed for his Majeſty's 


high 
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high Commiſſion to 158 Governor. And then, your 


Fxcellency is graciouſly pleaſed to aſſure them, that 


Dou ſhall endeavor, by a ſteady and difintereſted atten- 


tion to the true ſervice of this Kingdom, and by a 


juſt repreſentation of the conſtant and unſhaken 


Loyalty of the people of Ireland, to preſerve their 
Approbation and Confidence. 


Your Excellency could certainly have meaned 


nothing leſs, than what theſe expreſſions fairly im- 


ported, when You uttered and delivered them, to 


| be regiſtered in the Records of Parliament. No- 
thing ſurely, leſs than Crimes of the deepeſt dye, 
can be ſuppoſed to have induced your Excellency 


to change theſe favorable, theſe juſt ſentiments, 


and to cenſure and puniſh theſe very Commons 
and this very people! Let us ſee, then, in what 
and how they have forfeited your Excellency' S re- 

_ gard. 


No ſooner were the national Accounts, though 
without the promiſed Eſtimates, layed before the 
Houſe, than they were taken into conſideration ; 
and before they could be examined or paſſed, it 


was unanimouſly, “ reſolved, that a ſupply ſhould » 


be granted to his Majeſty.” 


While theſe matters were _ conſideration, mY 


the Houſe was comforted and honored by the fol- 
lowing * anſwer to their Addreſs to his b 


3 


3 GEORGE, R. 3 
18 Majeſty thanks the Houſe of Com- 
mons, for the ſentiments of Duty and 

Affection, expreſſed in their loyal Addreſs . 
His Majeſty has nothing more at heart, than 


the ſupport of the Rights rand Liberties of his 


People, and the preſervation of the Conſtitution 
and Laws. And He truſts, that his faithful Com- 
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35800 
mons of lreland will, on their part, continue to 
pay due Attention to their own Strength and Se- 
curity. Thoſe important Objects cannot be more 
effectually conſulted, than by a proper Encour- 
agement to the Proteſtant Charter Schools, and 
the Linen Manufacture, and by taking the beſt 
precautions againſt Clandeſtine trade.“ 
The houſe ſenſibly touched with his Majeſty _B 
moſt gracious diſpoſition towards them, in this 
moſt honorable teſtimoney of the royal favor, 
could not heſitate at returning their moſt 
_ grateful acknowledgements, to his Majeſty, for 
this gracious anſwer to their Addreſs. © They 
expreſs their ſenſe of the bleſſings of his regne; 
and gratefully acknowledge his Majeſty's conſtant 
Attention to their Rights and Liberties and the 
preſervation, of the Conſtitution and Laws; pro- 
miſe to continue to pay the utmoſt attention tc the 
ſtrength and ſecurity of the nation, and to Sup- 
port the Dignity of the Crown, and the ſervice of 
the Public, to the utmoſt of their power.“ 
Thus it appears, My Lord, that there was the 
utmoſt harmony and good underſtanding, together 
with the utmoſt mutual confidence and affection, 
between the King and the Commons, that could 
poſſibly be wiſhed, at this time. And, as the 
Commons evidently, religiouſly perſevered in the 
fame loyal, dutiful and affectionate ſentiments ; it 
muſt be from the moſt groſs, falſe and wicked 8 
Miſrepreſentation of their Proceedings, that there 
can be any room to fear or ſuſpect the ſmalleſt 


abatement of the Royal and Paternal Regard of = 


our moſt gracious, patriot Soveregne. 
Io ſhew the Commons' Attention to his Ma- 
ſty's deſire to provide for the ſtrength and ſecurity 
of the Kingdom; I need no more than to remind 

your Ecce, that ney anticipated the pro- 


I poſal 
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poſal for an 1 augmentation of the military eſtabliſh- 
ment, by inſtructing the Committee, appointed to 
take into conſideration the ſupply, granted to his 

Majeſty, to take into their conſideration, what 

number of forces are neceffary to be maintained 

within this kingdom, for it's defence. And, 

Soon after, leave was given to bring in Heads 

of a Bill to provide a Militia and to render it more 

effectual for the further Defence of the Kingdom. 

And then, the houſe received a Petition, and took into 

conſideration the ſtate of thelncorporated Society for 

promoting Engliſh Proteſtant Schools in Ireland. 

On the 1th day of November, your Excellency 

was pleaſed to ſend the houſe a meſſage from his 
Majeſty, recommending the augmentation of the 

Military Eſtabliſnment, from twelve, to eee 

of fifteen, thouſand men. 

The houſe immediately voted an humble Ad- 

Adreſs to your Excellency, to requeſt that you 

might pleaſe to return his Majeſty the thanks of 

the Commons, for his paternal care of his faith- 
ful Subjects of this Kingdom. To acknowledge, 
with the greateſt gratitude, his Majeſty's conſtant 
attention to their ſecurity and welfare. To ex- 
preſs their earneſt deſires to ſupport, as far as in 
their power, the honor of the Crown, and to pro- 

vide for the ſafety and defence of their Country. 

And to aſſure the King, that they Will immediately 

take into conſideration, the important ſubject, re- 

commended to them by his Majeſty.” 

Thus far the Houſe went on, apparently agree- 
able to the deſires and wiſhes of Government, and 
with it's fulleſt Approbation, on ſuch parts of their 

proceedings, as were regularly imparted to the 

Crown or the Chief Governor; until the 21ſt of 

November, when a motion was made for the 

reading a money bill tranſmitted by the Council, 

unknown 
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unknown to, and regardleſs of, the Commons, and 


returned from Great Britain. 


As the houſe had already voted a Supply, 1004 : 


had appointed a Committee to conſider of that 
p ; * did not judge it conſiſtent with their 
dignity or the orders and rules of the houſe, even 


with common ſenſe, and much leſs with their ſole 


and inherent right of originating all Aids and 


Supplies, to receive dictates from the Council 
Board, or even from any other eſtate of the Le- 
gillature, reſpecting the peculiar rights and privi- 
leges of the Commons; eſpecially touching ſuch 
matters as were then actually nder the conſider- 
ation of the houſe. 


However, in order to be fully m of the 


nature and tenor of this bill, it was agreed, it 
ſhould be once read. But, when the houſe ſaw 
the pernicious purport of it, that it was a bill 


framed by the Creatures of the Crown, for grant- 


ing certain additional duties, on certain commo- 
dities for three months; that it interfered with _ 


the moſt important Right of the Commons, and 


anticipated their expreſſed intentions of granting 
the fame Supplies for two years; it was not admit- 
ted to a ſecond reading; but was reject ed; ;aſlign- 
ing the juſt and parlementary cauſe, * it's not 
having taken riſe in the Commons.” 
Soon after this, the Committee of Ganply far, 
and voted every article of the Supply, the number 
of forces 9 for the internal defence of the 
Kingdom, including the Army and Militia, to- 


gether with the additional number of three thou- 


ſand, two hundred and thirty five men, above the 

ordinary eſtabliſhment of twelve thouſand, to be 
on t at his Majeſty's diſpoſal, wherever he ſhould | . 
judge proper. And their ſeveral Reſolutions, being 


agreed to 0 by the houſe, a Committee was ap- 
5 "painted 
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pointed to conſider of ways and means of raiſing 
the Supply thus conftitutionally granted to his 
Majeſty. 

This Cnc ttee alſo fat and framed the necel- 
tary Reſolutions for raiſing the Supply granted; 
whereupon, leave was given by the houſe, to bring 

in heads of one or more bills, agreeable to theſe 
Reſolutions, for which a Committee was named 
and ſoon after inſtructed by ſeveral reſ olutions of 
the houſe. 
On the 4th of December, bande of a bill for 
granting to his Majeſty, an additional duty on 
beer, ale, ſtrong- waters, wine, tobacco, hides, &c. 
Was preſented, received, read and committed; 
as were the heads of a bill for granting to his Ma- 
jeſty the ſeveral Duties, Rates, Impoſitions and 
Taxes, neceſſary for the payment of the intereſt 
and towards paying the principal of the national 
debt, together with the intereſt of a ſum, not 
: exceding one hundred thouſand pounds, which 
Government was impowered to borrow, to make 
up deficiencies. All which Duties, Impoſitions, 
"Taxes, &c. were granted for two years. So that 
the ſums, granted by the Council money-bill, for 
three months onely, were abſorbed in the ſecond = 
money-bill, granted for one year and nine months 


9 longer. 


ment, to be tranſmitted to Great Britain in due 
form, and this without any material oppoſition or 
dela : 
His My Lord, it muſt be confeſſed, that 
every proviſion, Government deſired, was fully 
made, in due ſeaſon, by the Commons, and that 
they proceded in the paſſing theſe Heads of Bills, 
| N agreeable to parlementary, to ar = 

| tiona 


B.n the ſixth of Horns; theſe heads of bills 2 
| where reported and orderęd to be ſent to Govern- 
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tional rules, as well as to the ſtatutes of the roth of 
Henry VII. and the gd and Ath of Philip and Mary. 
Let me aſk your Excellency, who then, was in- 
jured by rejecting the ſhorter money bill, which 
ſprung from the Council? Is not the King”: s pre- 
rogative, as it is called, as effectually preſerved 
and maintained in theſe proceedings, as it can be, 
when money: bills are certified from the Council 
alone? And are not Rights of the Crown of Eng- 
land, as fully conſulted and maintained, by the 
one way, as by the other? — Your Excellency” 8 
wiſe Council will hardly deny this. — Then, let 
me further aſk your Excellency, does not the 
later ſtatute, chapter the fourth, ſection III. 
provide, that /uch Ordinances, c. as ſhall be certified 
from this, and returned under the Great Seal of 
England) ſhall or may be paſſed or enacted here, if 
agreed to and reſolved upon hy the THREE ESTATES 
of the Nation ?—ls there any thing compulſory in 
this clauſe? May not either Eſtate agree to or 
reject any Ordinance or Bill, in any manner cer- 
tified and returned, under this ſtatute, at their 
diſcretion ? May not ſuch Eſtate, at diſcretion, 
aſſign their reaſons, or declare their motives, if 
they think proper? And how can this be ſaid to 
mtrench upon the prerogative of the King or the 
| Rights of the Crown of England? Or to prove 
oppoſite and contradictory to. Hae reſtrictive ſtatutes 
recited, particularly to the later, which, being 


made to expound the former, now ſtands intrely in in 
* s place. 


am now to 7 Ta your 3 that, 3 


cept the conſideration of conteſted Elections and the 


moving for ſome heads of bills, nothing material 


paſſed in the Houſe of Commons, relative to the 
tabject matter of this OUR} tro the tranſmit- 
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ting the money=bills, until their return, about the 
18th day of December. 

I beſe bills were then, received and read, were 
Ordered to receive a ſecond reading, the next day ; 
and then, committed, for the day following. 

On the 20th, the report of the Committee of 
the whole houſe, upon theſe bills, was received, and 
they were ſeverally ordered to be ingroſſed. 
And now, My Lord, the conduct of ſome of 
your Excellency's ſervants, perhaps in imitation of 
their predeceſſors, in the applauded adminiſtration, 
made a precedent for your Excellency and them, 


having been ſo unguarded and indiſcreet, not to 


ſay criminal, as to utter threats, upon the rejection 

of the Council money-bill, and ſince, of what 

Was likely to happen: it was but natural to en- 
deavor to. obtain, if poſſible, ſome certainty of 
what was intended; in order to make the beſt 
proviſion poſſible, againſt the impending ſtroke, 

which was likely to prove ſo fatal to this unoffend- 

ing kingdom in general, to the freedom and pri- 
vileges of parlement, in particular. 

Four Excellency will not, I hope, be offended, 
at finding, that the houſe had entertained a better 
opinion of your Excellency's honor, probity and 
| humanity, than they had done of your proteſting 
Predeceſſor: They could not ſuſpect, your Ex- 
 cellency ſhould follow the example of the worſt 
circumſtances of that noble Lord's conduct towards 
parlement, and omit the moſt favorable: He gave 

notice of the intended ſhortneſs of the ſeſſion. 
And, it could not be imagined, that your Excellency 

would do leſs, if you had had inſtructions or in- 
tentions to prorogue or diſſolve the preſent, ſo 
: We. confeſſed your favorite, parlement. | 


Your 


— 
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But, your Excellency's ſervants, declining, 


to give the houſe any information, and oppoſing 
all modes of obtaining it; the houſe judged it 


neceſſary to come to the following Reſolution, 


* that it is the undoubted privilege of this houſe, 
to addreſs the Chief Governor, to be informed, 


whether he has received any Inſtruction, or enter- 
tains any Intentions to ee Parlement at an 


unuſual Seaſon.” 


In conſequence of which, it was immediately : 

ordered, that an humble Addreſs be preſented 
to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that he 
will be pleaſed to inform this houſe, whether he 


has had any Inſtructions, or hath any intention to 


prorogue the preſent. eee ſooner than 8 


_ uſual.” 


Though it ſeems, it was not 3 to your 
Excellency's wiſdom and judgment, to give an 
explicit or ſatisfactory Anſwer; the Commons in 
duty and reſpect to his Majeſty, and ſenſibly 
touched with the neceſſity of ſupporting the honor 
of the Crown and the public credit; judged it 


| beſt for the preſent to overlook this unexpected 
anſwer, and they therefore paſſed the two money 


bills and ſent them to the Lords, for their Con- | 
currence. 


On Saturday, the 2 2d, the Lords remuened the . 
Bills with their Concurrence; to the Commons, 
with whom they remaned for the Royal Aſſent, 
until Tueſday the 26th, when your Excellency 
-was pleaſed to give them the Royal Aſſent, to | 


make a ſpeech to both houſes, from the throne ; 


do enter your Proteſt againſt particular proceed- 

 mgs of the Commons, in the Journals of the houſe 

of Lords, in terms, but little different from thoſe 
of your Excellency's noble proteſting predeceſſor, 


Lord Sydney. 83 
| te — It 


65 


It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, that your Exoel- 
lency's ſpeech is diſtinguiſhed, by ſomething very 
remarkable, from that Lord's: for, in your own 
name, as well as in that of bis Majeſty, you are 
pleated to expreſs your Approbation and Gratitude, 
to both houſes of parlement, a few minutes before 
you puniſh them and the whole nation, in them, 
by a ſudden and long prorogation. 

It would be injuſtice to your Excellency, not to 
uſe your own words, in this inſtance. Permit me, 
then, to recite them: e 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 


i H E Attention you have ſhewn to the 
great objects, which have been particu- 
larly een en by me, to your conſideration, 
and the Proviſions, which have been made for the 
ſafety and ſecurityy of this kingdom, call upon me, 
not only to expreſs my approbation of, but to 


thank you, as I now do, for your conduct, in theſe 
particulars.“ 


BS. Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
et is with great pleaſure that 1 thank you, in his 
VMajeſty's name, for the ſupplies which you have 
P and the proviſion which you have made, 
for the preſent Eſtabliſnment, the public credit, 
and the ſafety of this Kingdom.” 


And here, My Lord, You will pleaſe to permit 85 
me to draw a line, between your Excellency and 
pour Adviſers, Thus far, | muſt ſuppoſe, the 
plane, true ſentiments of your own heart, towards 
this parlement, are expreſſed. The reſt, I am 
willing to aſcribe to whom ſoever your Excellency 
will: For, ſure I am, it is fo foregne to the reſt, 
it can hardly be called yours. 
In thoſe few words, indeed, your Excellency 
juſtly draws the athens of this loyal 33 
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and ſenfibly ſummed up the whole of all the 


weighty and arduous affairs of the nation, which 
this parlemented was permitted to perform. And 


tor theſe, both houſes are honored with your EX 


cellency's Approbation and Thanks. The Com- 


mons are further more particulary thanked, tor 


the ſupplies by them granted. 


Who could imagine, that they ſhould, ſoon after, 5 
be cenſured, as if arrogating to themſelves the 
very right of granting, what vis at firſt demanded _ 


of them, and what they are here thanked for? 


Yet ſo it is, My Lord: For, You are pleaſed to 
inform us, thatYou find it neceſſary forYou,on this 


day, and in the preſence of both houſes, in the 


houſe of Peers, to take notice of, to aniinaduert upon, 


and to prot:ſt againſt a vote and reſolution of the 


houſe of Commons, of the 21ſt of November laſt, 
for rejectipg the Council money bill, becauſe it did 
not take riſe in their houſe, which vote ard reſolu- 


lion, You are pleaſed to cenſure, as in- frenching upon 


the Rights of his Majeſty and the Crown of 


Great Britain; as, contraty to the Statutes, with- 
out reciting the Chapters, of the tenth of Henry 


VII. and the third and fourth of Philip and Mary ; * 


and to / he uſage and practice ever ſince. 


I hope, I have already ſet charges of this nature 
in their true light, in examining the ſpeech and 
proteſt of the Lord Sydney —A word to the wiſe. 


Give me leave, My Lord, further to obſerve, 


that Your Excellency, in your protelt, is pleaſed to 
aſſert and declare, hat it is the juſt and undoubited 


right of his Majeſty and the Crown of Great- Britain, 
obſerving the forms in the recited ads preſcribed, to 


tranſmit bills under the great Seal of Great Britain, 
for granting aids to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucce/- 
ſors, which ſaia bills, fo tranſmitted, ought to be read 


and conſidered of, in the houſe of commons, in this 


Kingdom, 
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kingdom, without being rejected by the ſaid houſe , 
on account ONLY of their not taking their * in that 
Houſe... 

I ſuppoſe, My Lord, this is to be taken, as your 
Excellency” s Opinion, or as that of your Adviſers. - 
Had your Excellency thought fit to give it no 

more weight, it might perhaps have attracted 


ſome attention. But, while you attempt to give 


it the force of Law, which his Majeſty without his 
parlement, would hardly attempt; your good 
ſenſe and freedom muſt induce you to expect 
\ ProTEsTSs, from every Quarter, againſt your Ex- 
cCellency's and Lord Sidney's Proteſts. And it is to 
be hoped, we are not yet to expect, that the Opi- 
nions, or the moſt deſpotic dictates of Governors, 
are to be arbitrarily impoſed upon us, ſo ſoon after 
making the required augmentation of the military 
force, for which the Commons have ſo recently 
received your Excellency's approbation and thanks. 
But, ſuppoſe, My Lord, that in profound ſub- 
miſſion to your wiſdom and authority, con- 
trary to our own ſenſe and judgment, we do 
allow your Excellency's.firſt poſition ; that the 
King and the Crown of Great Britain has a right to 
tranſmit a money-bill, to be confidered of here in 
parlement, which ſeems to be all that is contended 
for; what will it avail your purpoſe, when you 
allow, that the parlement ought or has a right to read 
and conſider of ſuch bill? Does not that very reading 


and conſidering imply an abſolute power to diſpoſe 


of the Bill? And does not your Excellency fur- 
ther confeſs, that the Commons have a right to 
reject a bill, ſo tranſmitted ?—You cannot deny 


it: You only ſay, 17 ought to be read and conſidered 5 


„% without being rejected, only on account of it's not 
taking it's riſe in that Houſe. A tranſmitted Bill 
then, it is confeſſed, and cannot be denied, may 
be rejected; but not, it ſeems, for this Cauſe — 
| E * * hg 


CG... 

Who can ſay, that the Commons have not a right 
to reject, as well as to pals, any bill, aſſigning or 
not aſſigning their Reaſons? And who has any 
legal authority to in/pef, their Journals, to zake 
notice of, to cenſure, to animadvert upon, or to proteſt 
againſt their Procedings, their motives, or their 
reaſons for ſuch Procedings? I know not that 
potentate in our Conſtitution. And I hope, I 
ſhall never live to ſee ſuch a power eſtabliſhed in 
; either of theſe ſiſter Kingdoms. 
Now, My Lord, look but with your accuſtomed 
Eye of Juſtice and humanity upon this poor unfor- 
tunate kingdom, ſo repetedly, ſo recently treated 
with ſuch contempt, ſuch indignity, not to ſay, 
injuſtice and cruelty, as was never till very lately, 
known or heared of, in any part of the Britiſh 
Dominions. WS, 
We are undeniably, confeſſedly, by Law, * 
ruled to the Freedom, Rights and Privileges of... 
Engliſhmen ; and theſe it muſt be confeſſed, are 
hereditary and indefeaſable ; neither parlement 


nor people can give them up; they cannot diveſt 


themſelves of their Liberty; they can no more 
inſlave, than ſlay themſelves. | 


And no true friend to the Crown of Evgland, 
or to the Britannic conſtitution, can think of rob- 
bing an individual faithful ſubject, and much leſs a 
| Whole loyal people, of their moſt invaluable birth- 
right, in any, even the remoteſt part of the domi- 
nions. Pleaſe to take a ſhort review of the pretext 


for theſe hard meaſures. 


A ſtatute is made, indeed, in the regne of 
Henry VII. to alter the modes of proceding 
in parlement; it could not have been to aboliſh, 
or even to injure the ſacred inſtitution. What is 
the ſpirit of that Law ?—A reſtraint upon, not an 
extenſion. of the prerogative of the Crown; a 


ſtricture 7 
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Ariure upon the executive Power, in both king- 
doms, which deſigning miniſters have long labored 
to throw upon the parlement of this kingdom. * 
This reſtrictive Law enacts, that no parlement 


ſhall be called or held in this kingdom, until the 


chief Governor and Privy Council certify cauſes 
and conſiderations, &c. under the great ſeal of 


this kingdom, to the King and his Council in 


England, and obtain his Majeſty's licence under 
his great ſeal of England. And this done, the 
explanatory ſtatute leaves both houſes of parle- 
ment to procede, to the lame effect, though not 
preciſely in the ſame form, a as before the ailing of 
theſe Laws. 
Before crafty and wicked Miniſters gave the King 55 
and tlie people, different and ſeparate intereſts, 
from having originally butone and the ſame; theſe 
ſtatutes could have reſtrained the executive power 
onely: The chief Governor happily for the people, 
hadi 5 not left in his power, indeed, to call or hold 


a parlement, much leſs to pals any act, without the 


licence of the ſoveregne of both kingdoms, Who 


could not be ſuppoſed to deny his faithful people, 


any law for the common good of the community. 
And yet, the ſoveregne himſelf was, in ſome 
relpects made ſubject to his viceroy: For, ik the 
crown ſhould be ever fo deſirous, upon the moſt 
preſſing emergency, to haxe a parlement called 
and held here; a rebellious or refractory Gover- 

nor may obſtruct his views; for, no parlement can 
be called or held, without the Governor's certifi- 
cate. And, if the king ſhould be obliged, in per- 
ſon, to come over, with intent and ſufficient power 
to turn out his undutiful ſubſtitute, the King 

himſelf, in perſon, could not hold a parlement 
here. Such is the abſurdity of the ſtatutes, whoſe _ 
force, by miſconſtruction, is turned againſt the 

e in both houſes of parlement. The 
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The late King James found this Law a bar to his 
wild enterpriſes in this kingdom : When he landed 
| here, with French auxiliaries to his tyranny ; he 
Was, by many, conſidered, as King de facto, as 
well as de jure, until the act for e the 
titule of William and Mary to the throne was 
paſſed in this kingdom. He attempted to call a 
parlement, in which he would have had Poynings' 
law repeled. But, under that Law, he could nei- 
ther do the one nor the other; for all acts paſſed, 
contrary to this, are hereby declared, nul and 
void. 
Though this, perhaps, is the onely benefit, of 
later days; known to reſult from this ſtatute ; it 
was probably attended with equal diſadvantages to 
this kingdom, in the regne of the ſucceſſor , for, 
however great the neceſſities of the ſtate might. 
have been, for raiſing ſupplies, while the King 
was here; His Majeſty could have paſſed no act, 
nor have raiſed a penny, in a parliamentary way, 
during his reſidence in this kingdom. Such is the Ts 
| Law held forth by miniſters, as the Palladium of 
the Conſtitution ! f 
As ſuch, then, let them ſtill hold i it: All that 
we deſire or wiſh, is, that they do not miſconſtrue, 
overſtretch or abuſe 1 it, but let it anſwer the pri- 
mitive purpoſes of curbing the exorbitant power 
of Viceroys, which, in ſo many inſtances, have 
1 proved fatal to the Engliſh Intereſt in this King 
dom. 
While we FM a wiſe and patriot King upon 
the throne, ſurrounded by juſt and faithful Coun- 
ſilors, thoſe ſtatutes can not prove injurious. But, 
Whenever theſe Kingdoms happen to be curſed. 
with ignorant, deſigning or corrupt miniſters, re- 
gardleſs of the honor and dignity of the Crown, 
or the common good of the People, which ſtand upon 
one 
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one and the ſame foundation; they will, they muſt, 
to fulfil their ſordid and wicked purpoſes, miſcon- : 
ſtrue, overſtretch and abuſe thoſe Laws. What 
remanes to ſave both King and People from diſ- 
grace, from perdition ? The wiſdom and virtue 
of parlement alone. 

What muſt we then, My Lord, think of a Mi- 
niſtry, in one kingdom, Who labor to give the 
King and b cparate and oppoſite Intereſts, 
when, conſiſtent with their mutual honor and ſe⸗ 
curity, they can have but one in both! Who 
ſtudy to ſtretch the regal prerogative, in it's juſt. 
extent, ſp beneficial, fo neceſſary to the crown. 
and the ſubject, to fap the foundation on which 
it ſtande, to deſtroy the parent, that gave it birth? 
who tyranniſe over all the Dependencies of the 


Crown, with the pretende& views of aggrandiſing 


the mothor-country, but in fact, to extend their 
oa power, to the final deftruction of the whole 
government. 

It muſt be devotely wiſhed and pr raved, that no 
ſuch miniſtry, infeſt the Courts of our moſt dear 

and gracious Soveregne ! Yet, I muſt ſubmit it 
6 your Excellency, whether we have not cauſe, 
more than ſufficient, for ſuſpicion.—ls there not 

too nach room to apprehend, that the baneful 
influence of thoſe, who have lighted up a flame 
in all other parts of the Dominions of the crown, 

| ſecs now determined to involve this peaceful and 
ſuubmiſſive nation, in the fame dircful confu- 
ton? 

The character, which your Excellency, in all 
your ſpeeches, anſwers to addreſſes, and meſſages, 
has publicly given the people and parlement of 
Ireland, (and it can never be ſuppoſed, that your 
xcellency could ſecretly give them a worſe z) cor- 


reſponds with what all your predeceſſors, who 
have 
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have done them juſtice, have teſtified. The King 
has no ſubjects, in any part of his dominions, more 
peaceable, more ameſnable to Laws, more ſub- 
miſſive, more affectionate, more loyal, more faith- 
ful and dutiful to his Majeſty, and more attached 
to Revolution principles, and to that happy fruit 
of it, the ſucceſſion of the Hanover family to the 
thrones of theſe kingdoms, than the proteſtant 
people of Ireland ; where, even the papiſts have 
proved themſelves better ſubjects, than proteſtants, 
in more favored parts of the dominions. And 
as for the Conduct of former parlements, towards 
the Crown or the Miniſtry, I believe, it will be 
found quite clear of reproach. _ 
If your Excellency be pleaſed to conſider what 
heavy burdens, they have impoſed upon a Coun- 
try, deprived, as it is, of almoſt all it's natural 
reſources of trade; You will wor nder how they 
have ſo long ſubſiſted. Vet, ſtill they go on chear- 
fully, complying with all the demands of the Mi- 
niſtry, even to the involving the nation in an enor- 

mous debt. 

Beſides a moſt weighty vil eſtabliſhment, Pac 

ed with penſions to foregners, to aliens, and even 
to enemies to our conſtitution; we have ever ſince 
the Revolution maintained, at leſt, twelve thou; 
ſand land forces, for the internal defence of the 
kingdom; although, upon an average, one half 
of chat number has ſeldom been kept within the 
kingdom. And yet, in the laſt ſeſſion, upwards 
of three thouſand were added to that number, to 
be em loyed abroad, where this kingdom has leſs 
intereſt and concern, than any other part of the 

dominions. 

Upon the whole, your Excellency, I muſt pre 
ſume, will confeſs, that all the deſires of 1 8 
ment have generally been gratified, by the parle- 


ments 
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ments of this kingdom, particularly by the pre- 
ſent, Are we not, on our part, my Lord, inti- 
tuled to ſome return ? Does not allegiance natu- 
rally and juſtly demand protection? 

Prorogations and Diſſolutions of parlement are 
indiſputable prerogatives of the Crown. But, My 
Lord, like other prerogatives, they ſhould be ex- 
_ erciſed with wiſdom and caution. 

The parlement and people are, and always have 
been, ready and willing to grant every ſupply, at 
any time, found neceſſary, to the utmoſt extent 
of their Ability. The preſent parlement has free- 
ly and cheerfully, granted to the ſmalleſt frag- 
ment, all that Government demanded or intima- 
ted to be neceſſary. All your Excellency's prede- 
ceſſors, that have done juſtice to this people, have 

given chis teſtimony of their diſpoſition and con- 
duct. Your Excellency, from recent conviction, 
joins and gives the ſame juſt and honorable At- 
teſtation. Nor has his Majeſty been wanting in 
expreſſions of royal and paternal regard for, and 
confidence in, this his faithful people, or in terms 
of gratitude for their Attachment to his family and 

Government. 


Your Excellency muſt judge, that ſubjects, ſo 


1 juſtly conſcious of their invariable affection, inte- 


grity and loyalty, receiving ſo many and repeted 
Aſſurances of the approbation and thanks, of the 
favor and protection of Government, not onely 
from a ſucceſſion of viceroys, but of Kings; 
ſhould, in the moſt willing and extenſive exertion 
of their love, duty, confidence and munificence, 
find their onely reward, in putting the whole na- 
tion into a ſtate of diſtraction and confuſion, by 
putting a ſtop to all the weighty and arduous at- 
fairs of the ſtate, as ſoon as the money-bills were 
paſſed; and this without gving, even abſolutely | 


refuſing, 


. 

refuſing, the Commons the ſatisfaction of the 
ſmalleſt ſeaſonable intimation of ſuch an Intention. 

The Many heavy Evils attending this unſeaſon- 
able and unexpected Prorogation, are evident to 
every thinking man. I need not recite them But 
I ſhould be glad to ſee the man, who could point 
out a ſingle circumſtance of honor or benefit, that 
can reſult from it, to any part of the community. 

It 1s moſt plane, then, from the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of the King, that this deſtructive mea- 
ſure could never be commanded, or even ſuggeſt- 
ed, by his Majeſty. And from the public teſti- 
monies, which your Excellency has given of your 
fidelity to our Soveregne, and regard to the parle- 
ment and people of Ireland; thoſe, who pretend 
to know your Excellency, are ſolicitous to acquit 
you of having done fo egregious a miſchief to the 
Crown and the Subjects of this realm. We muſt 
therefore preſume, that rho/e who have 1urned the 
reſt of the Britiſh Empire t9p/y-turvey, are come 
hither alſo; and leaſt the peaceful and contented 
Rate of this poor people, though purchaſed by a 
long ſubmithve acquieſcence under many difagree- 
able miniſterial meaſures, ſhould raiſe the | jea alouſy 
or envy of their oppreſſed neighbours ; agreeable 
to modern miniſterial wiſdom, it was judged ne- 
ceſſary to make the complaints and murmurs of 


the ſubjects, as extenſive, as univerſal, as the do- 


minions of the Crown. At whoſe doors, theſe 
heavy charges fall, I mall Icave to your Excellen 
cs 3 | 

Upon a ſhort review of the premiſſes, My 
Jord, I hope your Excellency will coicur with 
me, in the following poſitions. 

1. That the Conſtitution of Kale is the eſta- 
bliſhed Conſtitution of Ircland. 
2. That the Power of the three Eſtates of the 

Legiſlature here, as in England, is boundleſs in 
og | 
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doing good, but limited in, or abſolutely prohi- 
bited to 5 do, Wrong, or Evil to each, or to any of 
the parts of the Community; by thoſe ſacred, 

and invariable* fundamental Laws of the Con- 
ſtitution, made before Parlements were inſtituted. 
3. That this lacred Inſtitution is not altered as 
is contended for, by the Act of Philip and Mary, 
which now ſtands in the Place of that of the 
tenth of Henry the ſeventh. And by this, it evi- 
dently appears, the Council have no anal to 
certify, for Licence to call a Parlement, any 
ot! er than ſuch Cauſes, Conſiderations and Arti- 
cles of ſuch Acts, Proviſions and Ordinances as 
ſhouid induce the Crown to call a Parlement. 

And that afterwards, they are impowered to certi- 
fy Bills, Proviſions ad; Ordinances, taking riſe in 
one or both houles of Parlement, and that ſuch 
alone, agreed and reſolved upon by the three 
Eſtates, may or can be paſſed into Laws. And of 
this, no loyal Subject of this Kingdom complains ; 
as this guards, but does not violate, the Conſti- 
-xution.--:- 
Es That the Procedings of the Houſes of Com- 
mons, in the Parlements of William the third 
and of George the third, cenſured and prorogued, 

by Lord Sydney and your Excellency; did in no 
ſort contradict the true ſenſe and ſpirit of this 
Law; but were perfectly agreeable to this and 
every other Law and the Conftitution of this 
Kingdom. 
And from theſe, I infer, that the Chief Gover- 
nor and Council have no more authority to inter- 
tere with the peculiar rights of Parlement, ſince 
the paſſing this Law, than before it was inacted. 

And that even the power, which has hitherto been 
exerciſed with impunity, by the Council, of ftop- 
ping the Progreſs of Bills, between either Houſe 
of Parlemen aud the Throne, is a dangerous and 
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deſtructwe Uſurpation, not warranted by the 
recited Laws, or any others, in their juſt and 
original Conſtruction, and conſequently tending 
to overturn the Conſtitution. 

It 1s natural, however, My Lord, to expect, 
that this people will not tamely bear the unpro- 
voked Injuries offered them; though their loyalty 
may make them cautious of increaſing the gene 
ral clamor. It muſt be ſuppoſed, they will bring 
their complaints, in due ſeaſon, to the Throne. 
Your Excellency's prudence will be ſeen, in the 
part, You will take in their complaints. It can 
not be doubted, from the Deportment of the par- 
lement and people towards our Soveregne and 
your Excellency, and your Conduct towards them, 
until the late proteſt and prorogation were pre- 
pared, that You will not oppoſe, but forward their 
juſt Petitions to the Throne, and let the blame of 
thoſe violent meaſures fall where they ſhould. 

As for my part, My Lord, I neither have any 
ching to aſk or to fear. My fole ambition is, to 
to dicharge the truſt repoſed in me, to the honor 
of my moſt gracious Soveregne, and the ſatisfac- 
tion and hap} ineſs of the ſubjects in general, of 
thoſe whom T have the honor to repreſent more 
eſpecially. Though, to theſe alone, I think my- 
ſelf accountable for my political conduct, [ would 
not have it ſuſpected, that I arrogate to myſelf 
any merit from the ready compliance of the 
Ficuſe of Commons, to ſeveral of the meaſures of 
adminiſtration. I gave my ſecble oppoſition to 
many of them, particularly to the augmentation of 
the forces, the confidential Loan, and the dic- 
tames of the Privy-Council in a money-biil. For, 
While J can appele to your Excellency, and to all 
your predeceſlors, in my time, to atteſt, that no 
meaſure of Adminiſtration, that to me appeared 
for the honor and dignity of the Crown, or the 
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freedom and happineſs of the ſubjects of theſe 
kingdoms reſpectively, ever vans my beſt ſup- 


port, in or out of parlement; ſo you and they 
will allow, that whatever I judged injurious to ei- 


ther, conſtantly had my moſt ſtrenuous oppoſiti- 
on. However, I think it my duty, to fubmit to the 


majority, when I ſhould, perhaps, be glad of 


having a right to proteſt, which 1s the heppy pri- 


vilege of the Peers alone. 

From theſe Conſiderations, your Excellency 
will readily ſee the motives of my public Conduct 
in Life, particularly in addreſſing this Aſſertion of 


the Rights and Privileges of Parlement to the Re- 
5 preſentative of his Majeſty. 


Ü have the honor of fuſeribing, 


My LORD, 
2 Your Excellency' 5 
Henry- ſtreet, moſt faithful, and 
©:  Dublin,. 0 moſt obedient, 
Jan. 10, 1770. humble ſervant, 


C LUCAS. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


EFORE this haſty performance could be 
given to the Public, the world was obliged 


by the appearance of a Pamphlet, intituled, The 
Conſtitution of Ireland and Poynings Laws ex- 


plained; by a Friend to his Country. — A Friend, 


in deed, becauſe a friend, in need. As this eee 
ed, patriot Gentleman has had better opportunities 


and means of furniſhing out materials for his valu- 


able work, than I could poſſibly have had for any 


poor premature pamphlet, and as we both ſeem to 
have had the ſame object and the ſame end in view, 


the aſſerting the Rights and Privileges of the 
King, Parlement and People of this Kingdom; 
I hope he will permit me, in this manner, to bor- 
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row ſome of his quotations, for further Illuſtrati- 
ons of the truths, which I endeavour to inveſti- 
gate and ſupport. 

All learned men, converſant in our "Records 
muſt lament the ſhameful conduct of the Compi- 
lers of our Statutes. The Sages, Who have di- 


rected this important work, have filled it with 


uſeleſs, obſelete and even repeled Statutes, and 
omitted MAGNA CHART A, which ſhould have 
been the firſt, together with many other of the 
like import. In the Conſtitution p. 13, one of 
theſe is recited from the Rolls, of the 10th of 
Henry VII. which may be read after the recital of 
the twentieth chapter of the Statutes of that 
regne, p. 8. Alfo, it is enacted and agreed, 
that the Land of Ireland ſhall hereafter enjoy all 
it's Franchiſes and Frivileges, as it uſed to do, 
before this time.” 

Nc, let thoſe who contend "Th aboliſhing theſe 
Franchiſes and Privileges, thus, in politive, ex- 
preſs words eſtabliſhed ; produce a law of equal 
weight, in as expreſs terms, before they, by new, 
obſolete clames, preſume to overturn the antient 


conſtitution of a loyal people. 


After the recital of the ſtatute of the 11th of 
Elizabeth, I recommend the reading of the fol- 
lowing remarkable tranſcript from the Conſtitution | 
Kc. p. 25, copied from a Record in the Rolls of 
Chancery. All which ſeveral acts were ſent 
| hither from you, unto us, before the beginning 
of our ſaid parlement, under our Great Seal of 
our kingdom of Ireland, and were after returned 
to you under our Great Seal of England, as bills 
we did then allow. Nevertheleſs, in the peruſing 
and conſidering of them, ſince we laft received 
them from you, we perceive and find, that our 
ſaid court of Parlement hath, upon the treating 
and debating of che ſaid bills, thought meet and 
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convenient, by their wiſdom, to make ſome al- 
terations or change of ſome part of them, and 


likewiſe to ſome other of the ſaid bills, fome good 


and neceſſary addition; which their doi: ngs, we 
do not miſtake, but take in very good part.” 

This great Soveregne would have bluſhed to 
have contended for the ridiculous, abſurd prero- 
gative, clamed by the Miniſters of ſome of her 
ſucceſſors. She wiſely ſaw, the end of Poynings 
law anſwered ; all ſurpriſe and abuſe of the Crown, 
by a crafty, deſigning ſubſtitute, obviated, and 
rejoiced, in finding the wiſdom of her parlement, 
ſuch as could correct, even her Miniſtry, though 
never equalled ſince in prudence and fortitude. 
Again it appears, by another record, cited in 

the Confiitution Ec. p. 26, that no ſuch preraga- 

tive or uſage, as has been inſiſted on by Lord Syd- 
ney and Lord Townſhend, were thought of in 
the regne of Charles I. For. in the original tranſ- 
miſs returned from England, for a ſubſidy bill, 
in 1634, a blank is left, for the number of ſub- 
ſidies, to be filled up by the Houſe of Commons. 
The fame author obſerves, Conſtitution, p. 28, 
that in 1639, before any money- bill was read, the 
| houſe came to a reſolution, unanimouſly, to grant 
four intire ſubſidies to his Majeſty. From theſe 
inſtances, it is obſervable, that in regnes ſo tenace- 
| ous of the regal prerogatives, as thoſe of Eliza- 
| beth and Charles, none of the modern prerogatrve ; 
or uſage were clamed or thought of. 
Lord Strafford's letter to the Lord Treaſurer, 
Conſtitution p. 34, planely ſhews the ſenſe of the 
Miniſtry of his times“ As for the ſubſidy,” 
fays that ſubtle 1 ubſtitute, I was altogether 
againſt their ſetting down of a certain number, 
or that they ſhould ſeem to put any conſtraint, 
upon the free and chearful hearts of the people; 
it not being fit, that any hand ſhould gather mean 
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between a king and his ſubjects, but thoſe in- 
telligencies of love and obſervance, which are to 
paſs between them, ſhould immediately deſcend 
to the one, aſcend and be returned back again to 
the other, as mutual obligations of favor and o- 
bedience, which each were inceſſantly the one to 
preſerve for, and to pay to the other.” 
Our author alſo obſerves, p. 35, that the Lord 
-Liedtenant, in the year 1713, apologiſes for the 
bill tranſmitted before the ſeſſion, in theſe words; 
As the ſeveral additional duties will expire at 
Chriſtmaſs, her Majeſty, 10 prevent their laꝑſing, 
has ſent over a bill to be offered to your conſidera- 
tion, to continue them for three months; wWhere- 
by, you will have an opportunity further to pro- 
vide for the credit of her Government and your 
cov ſafety, by ſuch ways and means, as you ſhall 
think proper.” Neither the prerogative or uſage 
inſiſted on, were ſo much as thought of here. 
This was but a temporary expedient, to prevent 
the grant of the additional duties expiring, before 
the Commons could pals their bill, through all the 
forms, with a ſalvo to their privileges. But, now, 
both expedient and ſalvo are overlooked, in order 
to eſtabliſh precedents, in our days, for futurity ! 
The doctrine now to be inculcated is, that money- 
bills are always to be framed, by the creatures of 
the prerogative here, agreeable to the dictates of 
the Miniſtry in England, or which is equally bad, 
that a Miniſter, in the name of the King and 
Council, may certify from England money-bills, 
at diſcretion, by way of Gallic Edicts, to be re- 
giſtered in mock parlements here; who are to be 
cenſured, proteſted againſt and prorogued, if they 
preſume to diſobey miniſteral mandates. To this 
we muſt expect to come, in time, if not reſcued 
by the Ei and virtue of our Parlement. 5 
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